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1319

Week Ending Friday, September 21, 2001

Remarks in a Meeting With the
National Security Team and an
Exchange With Reporters at Camp
David, Maryland
September 15, 2001

The President. I’ve asked the highest lev-
els of our Government to come to discuss
the current tragedy that has so deeply af-
fected our Nation. Our country mourns for
the loss of life and for those whose lives have
been so deeply affected by this despicable
act of terror.

I am going to describe to our leadership
what I saw: the wreckage of New York City,
the signs of the first battle of war.

We’re going to meet and deliberate and
discuss, but there’s no question about it, this
act will not stand. We will find those who
did it; we will smoke them out of their holes;
we will get them running; and we’ll bring
them to justice. We will not only deal with
those who dare attack America; we will deal
with those who harbor them and feed them
and house them.

Make no mistake about it: Underneath our
tears is the strong determination of America
to win this war. And we will win it.

I’m going to ask the Secretary of State to
say a few things, and then the Attorney Gen-
eral.

Secretary of State Colin L. Powell.
Thank you, Mr. President. I might just say
that I’m very pleased with the response we’ve
been getting from the international commu-
nity. I think every civilized nation in the
world recognizes that this was an assault not
just against the United States but against civ-
ilization.

We should also take note, it’s not just
Americans who lost lives in the World Trade
Center. Dozens of countries lost lives, and
they realize that this was an attack against
them, as well.

We are receiving expressions of support
from around the world and not just rhetorical

support but real support for whatever may
lay ahead in this campaign that is ahead of
us to win the war that the President has spo-
ken of.

I might especially want to thank the Presi-
dent and the people of Pakistan for the sup-
port that they have offered and their willing-
ness to assist us in whatever might be re-
quired in that part of the world as we deter-
mine who those perpetrators are. It’s a coali-
tion that will stay intact, that will be built
upon over time. And what we have to do
is not just go after these perpetrators and
those who gave them haven but the whole
curse of terrorism that is upon the face of
the Earth. And this is a campaign that we
have begun this week, and we will stick with
it until we are successful.

The President. Attorney General.
Attorney General John D. Ashcroft.

Four days ago we began an investigative ef-
fort to understand not only those who per-
petrate this heinous assault against America
and free people everywhere but to develop
an understanding of those who are associated
with it and how it was conducted.

The FBI, together with very cooperative
local and State officials and law enforcement
agencies, has processed thousands of leads.
We are making the kinds of contacts and de-
veloping the information that allow us to de-
scribe this as proceeding with reasonable
success. We believe that the picture is devel-
oping a kind of clarity that’s appropriate. We
have named 19 individuals that we have high
levels of confidence were the hijackers. And
we are further refining our understanding of
the ways in which this terrible crime was de-
veloped.

I might add that we have put in place very
serious measures that we believe will provide
greater security and provide a basis for our
country returning to the kind of freedom and
business and conduct that is characteristic of
this great Nation.
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1320 Sept. 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

U.S. Response to Terrorist Attacks
Q. Sir, what do you say to Americans who

are worried that the longer it takes to retali-
ate, the more chance the perpetrators have
to escape and hide and just escape justice?

The President. They will try to hide. They
will try to avoid the United States and our
allies, but we’re not going to let them. They
run to the hills. They find holes to get in,
and we will do whatever it takes to smoke
them out and get them running, and we’ll
get them.

Listen, this is a great nation; we’re a kind
people. None of us could have envisioned
the barbaric acts of these terrorists. But they
have stirred up the might of the American
people, and we’re going to get them, no mat-
ter what it takes.

In my radio address today I explained to
the American people that this effort may re-
quire patience. But we’re going to——

Q. How long——
The President. As long as it takes. And

it’s not just one person. We’re talking about
those who fed them, those who house them,
those who harbor terrorists will be held ac-
countable for this action.

Usama bin Laden
Q. Sir, are you satisfied that Usama bin

Laden is at least a kingpin of this operation?
The President. There is no question he

is what we would call a prime suspect. And
if he thinks he can hide and run from the
United States and our allies, he will be sorely
mistaken.

U.S. Military
Q. Mr. President, do you have a message

for the reservists that you called up yester-
day? Can you tell us whether you think more
may have to be called up?

The President. The message is for every-
body who wears the uniform: Get ready. The
United States will do what it takes to win
this war. And I ask patience of the American
people. There is no question in my mind
we’ll have the resolve. I witnessed it yester-
day on the construction site. Behind the sad-
ness and the exhaustion, there is a desire by
the American people to not seek only re-
venge but to win a war against barbaric be-

havior, people that hate freedom and hate
what we stand for.

And this is an administration that is going
to dedicate ourselves to winning that war.

Q. What did Pakistan say it would do to
help the United States?

Secretary Powell. We put before the
Pakistani Government a specific list of things
that we would like cooperation on, and
they’ve agreed to all those items. I’m not pre-
pared to announce today what those specific
items are. But the Pakistani Government was
very forthcoming, and we’re appreciative.

U.S. Response to Terrorist Attacks
Q. Mr. President, what kind of military op-

tions are you considering, if you could talk
broadly?

The President. This is an administration
that will not talk about how we gather intel-
ligence, how we know what we’re going to
do, nor what our plans are. When we move,
we will communicate with you in an appro-
priate manner. We’re at war. There has been
an act of war declared upon America by ter-
rorists, and we will respond accordingly. And
I appreciate very much the American people
understanding that. As we plan, as we put
our strategy into action, we will let you know
when we think it’s appropriate, not only to
protect the lives of our service men and
women but to make sure our coalition has
had proper time to be noticed, as well. But
we’re going to act.

Q. What is the risk of additional attacks
on us at this point?

The President. I would think the Amer-
ican people need to be—go about their busi-
ness on Monday but with a heightened sense
of awareness that a group of barbarians have
declared war on the American people.

Q. Sir, how much of a sacrifice are ordi-
nary Americans going to have to be expected
to make in their daily lives, in their daily rou-
tines?

The President. Our hope, of course, is
that they make no sacrifice whatsoever. We
would like to see life return to normal in
America. But these people have declared war
on us, and we will do whatever it takes to
make sure that we’re safe internally. So,
therefore, people may not be able to board
flights as quickly. Our borders are tighter
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1321Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Sept. 15

than they’ve ever been before. We’re taken
a variety of measures to make sure that the
American people are safe, just as the Attor-
ney General spoke about.

But we hope, obviously, that the measures
we take will allow the American economy to
continue on. I urge people to go to their busi-
nesses on Monday. I understand Major
League Baseball is going to start playing
again. It is important for America to get on
about its life. But our Government will be
on full alert, and we’ll be tracing every lead,
every potential, to make sure that the Amer-
ican people are safe.

Q. How long do you envision——
The President. The definition is, what-

ever it takes.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:19 a.m. in the
Laurel Cabin. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

The President’s Radio Address
September 15, 2001

Good morning. This weekend I am en-
gaged in extensive sessions with members of
my National Security Council, as we plan a
comprehensive assault on terrorism. This will
be a different kind of conflict against a dif-
ferent kind of enemy.

This is a conflict without battlefields or
beachheads, a conflict with opponents who
believe they are invisible. Yet, they are mis-
taken. They will be exposed, and they will
discover what others in the past have learned:
Those who make war against the United
States have chosen their own destruction.
Victory against terrorism will not take place
in a single battle but in a series of decisive
actions against terrorist organizations and
those who harbor and support them.

We are planning a broad and sustained
campaign to secure our country and eradi-
cate the evil of terrorism. And we are deter-
mined to see this conflict through. Americans
of every faith and background are committed
to this goal.

Yesterday I visited the site of the destruc-
tion in New York City and saw an amazing

spirit of sacrifice and patriotism and defiance.
I met with rescuers who have worked past
exhaustion, who cheered for our country and
the great cause we have entered.

In Washington, DC, the political parties
and both Houses of Congress have shown
a remarkable unity, and I’m deeply grateful.
A terrorist attack designed to tear us apart
has instead bound us together as a nation.
Over the past few days, we have learned
much about American courage, the courage
of firefighters and police officers who suf-
fered so great a loss, the courage of pas-
sengers aboard United 93 who may well have
fought with the hijackers and saved many
lives on the ground.

Now we honor those who died, and pre-
pare to respond to these attacks on our Na-
tion. I will not settle for a token act. Our
response must be sweeping, sustained, and
effective. We have much do to and much
to ask of the American people.

You will be asked for your patience, for
the conflict will not be short. You will be
asked for resolve, for the conflict will not be
easy. You will be asked for your strength, be-
cause the course to victory may be long.

In the past week, we have seen the Amer-
ican people at their very best everywhere in
America. Citizens have come together to
pray, to give blood, to fly our country’s flag.
Americans are coming together to share their
grief and gain strength from one another.

Great tragedy has come to us, and we are
meeting it with the best that is in our country,
with courage and concern for others because
this is America. This is who we are. This is
what our enemies hate and have attacked.
And this is why we will prevail.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:55 a.m. in
the Laurel Cabin at Camp David for broadcast
at 10:06 a.m. The transcript was made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary on September
15 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress.
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Remarks on Arrival at the White
House and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 16, 2001

The President. Today millions of Ameri-
cans mourned and prayed, and tomorrow we
go back to work. Today people from all walks
of life gave thanks for the heroes; they mourn
the dead; they ask for God’s good graces on
the families who mourn. And tomorrow the
good people of America go back to their
shops, their fields, American factories, and
go back to work.

Our Nation was horrified, but it’s not going
to be terrorized. We’re a great nation. We’re
a nation of resolve. We’re a nation that can’t
be cowed by evildoers. I’ve got great faith
in the American people. If the American peo-
ple had seen what I had seen in New York
City, you’d have great faith, too. You’d have
faith in the hard work of the rescuers. You’d
have great faith because of the desire for peo-
ple to do what’s right for America. You’d have
great faith because of the compassion and
love that our fellow Americans are showing
each other in times of need.

I also have faith in our military. And we
have got a job to do, just like the farmers
and ranchers and businessowners and factory
workers have a job to do. My administration
has a job to do, and we’re going to do it.
We will rid the world of the evildoers. We
will call together freedom-loving people to
fight terrorism.

And on this day of—on the Lord’s Day,
I say to my fellow Americans: Thank you for
your prayers; thank you for your compassion;
thank you for your love for one another. And
tomorrow when you get back to work, work
hard like you always have. But we’ve been
warned. We’ve been warned there are evil
people in this world. We’ve been warned so
vividly—and we’ll be alert. Your Government
is alert. The Governors and mayors are alert
that evil folks still lurk out there.

As I said yesterday, people have declared
war on America, and they have made a ter-
rible mistake, because this is a fabulous coun-
try. Our economy will come back. We’ll still
be the best farmers and ranchers in the
world. We’re still the most innovative entre-
preneurs in the world. On this day of faith,

I’ve never had more faith in America than
I have right now.

National Economy
Q. Mr. President, are you worried this cri-

sis might send us into a recession?
The President. David [David Gregory,

NBC News], I understand that there are
some businesses that hurt as a result of this
crisis. Obviously, New York City hurts. Con-
gress acted quickly. We worked together, the
White House and the Congress, to pass a sig-
nificant supplemental. A lot of that money
was dedicated to New York, New Jersey, and
Connecticut, as it should be. People will be
amazed at how quickly we rebuild New York,
how quickly people come together to really
wipe away the rubble and show the world
that we’re still the strongest Nation in the
world.

But I have great faith in the resiliency of
the economy. And no question about it, this
incident affected our economy, but the mar-
kets open tomorrow. People go back to work,
and we’ll show the world.

Bill [Bill Plante, CBS News].

Usama bin Laden
Q. Mr. President, do you believe Usama

bin Laden’s denial that he had anything to
do with this?

The President. No question he is the
prime suspect. No question about that.

U.S. Diplomatic Response
Q. Mr. President, can you describe your

conversation with the President of Pakistan
and the specific comments he made to you?
And in addition to that, do you see other—
you’ve asked Saudi Arabia to help out, other
countries?

The President. John [John King, Cable
News Network], I will—obviously, I made a
call to the leader of Pakistan. We had a very
good, open conversation. And there is no
question that he wants to cooperate with the
United States. I’m not at liberty to detail spe-
cifically what we have asked him to do. In
the course of this conduct of this war against
terrorism, I’ll be asked a lot, and members
of my administration will be asked a lot of
questions about our strategies and tactics.
And in order to protect the lives of people
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1323Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Sept. 16

that will be involved in different operations,
I’m not at liberty to talk about it, and I won’t
talk about it.

But I can tell you that the response from
Pakistan, Prime Minister Vajpayee today of
India, Saudi Arabia, has been very positive
and very straightforward. They know what
my intentions are. They know my intentions
are to find those who did this, find those who
encouraged them, find them who house
them, find those who comfort them, and
bring them to justice.

I made that very clear. There is no doubt
in anybody’s mind with whom I’ve had a con-
versation about the intent of the United
States. I gave them ample opportunity to say
they were uncomfortable with our goal. And
the leaders you’ve asked about have said they
were comfortable. They said, ‘‘We under-
stand, Mr. President, and we’re with you.’’

U.S. Law Enforcement Response
Q. Mr. President, the Attorney General is

going to ask for enhanced law enforcement
authority to surveil and—things to disrupt
terrorism that might be planned here in the
United States. What will that mean for the
rights of Americans? What will that
mean——

The President. Terry [Terry Moran, ABC
News], I ask you to talk to the Attorney Gen-
eral about that subject. He’ll be prepared to
talk about it publicly at some point in time.
But what he is doing is, he’s reflecting what
I said earlier in my statement, that we’re fac-
ing a new kind of enemy, somebody so bar-
baric that they would fly airplanes into build-
ings full of innocent people. And therefore,
we have to be on alert in America. We’re
a nation of law, a nation of civil rights. We’re
also a nation under attack. And the Attorney
General will address that in a way that I think
the American people will understand.

We need to go back to work tomorrow and
we will. But we need to be alert to the fact
that these evildoers still exist. We haven’t
seen this kind of barbarism in a long period
of time. No one could have conceivably imag-
ined suicide bombers burrowing into our so-
ciety and then emerging all in the same day
to fly their aircraft—fly U.S. aircraft into
buildings full of innocent people and show
no remorse. This is a new kind of—a new

kind of evil. And we understand. And the
American people are beginning to under-
stand. This crusade, this war on terrorism is
going to take a while, and the American peo-
ple must be patient. I’m going to be patient.

But I can assure the American people I
am determined. I’m not going to be dis-
tracted. I will keep my focus to make sure
that not only are these brought to justice,
but anybody who’s been associated will be
brought to justice. Those who harbor terror-
ists will be brought to justice. It is time for
us to win the first war of the 21st century
decisively, so that our children and our
grandchildren can live peacefully into the
21st century.

Q. Mr. President, you’ve declared we’re
at war and asked those who wear the uniform
to get ready. Should the American public also
be ready for the possibility of casualties in
this war?

The President. Patsy [Patricia Wilson,
Reuters], the American people should know
that my administration is determined to find,
to get them running, and to hunt them down,
those who did this to America. Now, I want
to remind the American people that the
prime suspect’s organization is in a lot of
countries. It’s a widespread organization
based upon one thing: terrorizing. They can’t
stand freedom. They hate what America
stands for. So this will be a long campaign,
a determined campaign, a campaign that will
use the resources of the United States to win.

They have roused a mighty giant. And
make no mistake about it: We’re determined.
Oh, there will be times when people don’t
have this incident on their minds. I under-
stand that. There will be times down the road
where citizens will be concerned about other
matters, and I completely understand that.
But this administration, along with those
friends of ours who are willing to stand with
us all the way through, will do what it takes
to rout terrorism out of the world.

U.S. Diplomatic Response
Q. Mr. President, in your conversation

with Pakistan’s leader, was there any request
or demand you made of him that he failed
to satisfy?

The President. The leader of Pakistan has
been very cooperative. He has agreed with
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1324 Sept. 16 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

our requests to aid our Nation to hunt down,
to find, to smoke out of their holes the ter-
rorist organization that is the prime suspect.
And I am pleased with his response. We will
continue to work with Pakistan and India. We
will work with Russia. We will work with the
nations that one would have thought a couple
of years ago would have been impossible to
work with—to bring people to justice but,
more than that, to win the war against ter-
rorist activity.

The American people are used to a conflict
where there was a beachhead or a desert to
cross or known military targets. That may
occur. But right now we’re facing people who
hit and run. They hide in caves. We’ll get
them out.

The other day I said, not only will we find
those who have affected America or who
might affect America in the future, we’ll also
deal with those who harbor them.

September 11 National Security
Decisions

Q. Mr. President, would you confirm what
the Vice President said this morning, that at
one point during this crisis you gave an order
to shoot down any civilian airliner that ap-
proached the Capitol? Was that a difficult
decision to make?

The President. I gave our military the or-
ders necessary to protect Americans, do
whatever it would take to protect Americans.
And of course that’s difficult. Never did any-
body’s thought process about how to protect
America—did we ever think that the
evildoers would fly not one but four commer-
cial aircraft into precious U.S. targets—
never. And so, obviously, when I was told
what was taking place, when I was informed
that an unidentified aircraft was headed to
the heart of the Capital, I was concerned.
I wasn’t concerned about my decision. I was
more concerned about the lives of innocent
Americans. I had realized there on the
ground in Florida, we were under attack. But
never did I dream we would have been under
attack this way.

That’s why I say to the American people
we’ve never seen this kind of evil before. But
the evildoers have never seen the American
people in action before, either, and they’re
about to find out.

Thank you all very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:23 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Usama bin Laden, leader of the
Al Qaida terrorist organization; President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan; and Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee of India. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to Employees in the
Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive
Office Building and an Exchange
With Reporters
September 17, 2001

The President. I’m here to remind people
that the best way to fight terrorism is to not
let terrorism intimidate America. A lot of
people who work in this building were deeply
worried about their lives last week. There are
a lot of courageous people here, and they’re
coming back to work. And I want to thank
them for that and remind them we’ve all got
a job to do, people digging out the rubble
in New York have got a job to do, those of
us in Government have a job to do.

Taliban
Q. Mr. President, any reaction to the

Taliban’s refusal to——
The President. I’ll talk to you all later.

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:58 a.m. outside
the cafeteria. A tape was not available for
verification of the content of these remarks.

Remarks to Employees at the
Pentagon and an Exchange With
Reporters in Arlington, Virginia
September 17, 2001

The President. First, let me start off by
saying to members of the Pentagon press—
the Secretary told me about how you con-
ducted your business on that fateful day. I
want to congratulate you and thank you.
Many of your members of the Pentagon press
went out to help in the evacuation and the
aid of the people who work here in the Pen-
tagon, and the country appreciates that very
much. Thank you. Pass the word on to your
colleagues, as well.
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1325Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Sept. 17

Today we’re talking about the mobilization
of Reserve and Guard troops. Such a mobili-
zation is a strong symbol of this Nation’s re-
solve. And I want to thank the Secretary and
David and members of our team for giving
me a complete and full briefing.

I fully understand that a mobilization af-
fects the lives of thousands of Americans. I
mean, after all, we’re talking about some-
body’s mom or somebody’s dad, somebody’s
employee, somebody’s friend, or somebody’s
neighbor. But the world will see that the
strength of this Nation is found in the char-
acter and dedication and courage of everyday
citizens.

We are—last week I proclaimed a national
emergency and authorized the Secretary of
Defense and Secretary of Transportation to
call up the Ready Reserve Units of the
Armed Forces and the Coast Guard to active
duty.

We are in the process of calling up as many
as 35,000 such troops. They will serve in a
number of essential roles. They will help
maintain our air defenses so they can stay
on high alert. They will check shipping in
ports. They will help our military with airlift
and logistics. They will provide military po-
lice. They will participate in engineering
projects. They will help gather intelligence.
And they will perform work as chaplains.

I know this means a lot of sacrifice for
those who will be called up and their families.
But you understand—the troops who will be
called up understand better than most that
freedom has a cost and that we’re willing to
bear that cost. An act of war has been com-
mitted on this country, and the dedication
of our guardsmen and reservists will serve
not only as a strong symbol to all that we’re
prepared to take the necessary actions but
will be a part of helping define the spirit and
courage of America. And I’m grateful.

I want to thank the employers who under-
stand that there is more to corporate life than
just profit and loss, that the employee who
is getting ready to serve the country is an
essential part of winning the—of defeating
terrorism, evildoers so emboldened that they
feel like they could attack the great bastion
of freedom.

Before I answer a few questions, I also
want to wish the American Jewish commu-

nity and Jews around the world a healthy and
happy new year. As the high holy days begin,
I know you’ll find strength and determination
during this time of reflection.

I’ll be glad to answer a few questions. Ron
[Ron Fournier, Associated Press].

U.S. Military Response/National
Economy

Q. Mr. President, does the cost of freedom
today in this war we’re about to wage include
the loss of civilian and military casualties?
And can you keep us out of a depression/
recession, during this crisis?

The President. The only thing I can do
is to reflect upon the spirit of the U.S. mili-
tary, and the U.S. military is ready to defend
freedom at any cost. The men and women
who wear our uniforms, both active duty and
reservists and National Guard people are
ready to respond to the call of the Com-
mander in Chief and the Secretary of De-
fense. There’s no question in my mind that
the resolve of our military has never been
stronger. And we will win the war, and there
will be costs. But the military folks under-
stand that, and so do I, and so does the Sec-
retary of Defense.

In terms of our economy, I’ve got great
faith in the economy. I understand it’s tough
right now. Transportation business is hurting.
Obviously, the market was correcting prior
to this crisis. But the underpinnings for eco-
nomic growth are there. We’re the greatest
entrepreneurial society in the world. We’ve
got the best farmers and ranchers. We’ve got
a strong manufacturing base. But there’s a
challenge ahead of us, and I’m confident that
our business community will rise to the chal-
lenge.

Secondly, I’m confident we can work with
Congress to come up with an economic stim-
ulus package, if need be, that will send a clear
signal to the risktakers and capital formatters
of our country that the Government’s going
to act, too.

Thirdly, we’ve got a tax cut that’s still work-
ing its way through the economy, as well as
a reconstruction plan for New York and the
area. After all, the Congress, in a bipartisan
fashion, overwhelmingly passed a supple-
mental of billions of dollars, which will help
not only get New York City up and running
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again but will help provide some economic
stimulus.

Airline Industry

Q. Mr. President, in the airline industry,
in particular, is in trouble, and looking for
some relief. I know that Secretary Mineta
was supposed to meet with representatives
from the industry this week. As you look
down the road, does he think and expect
some——

The President. Stretch [Richard Keil,
Bloomberg News], I think these are the kinds
of subjects that we will talk with the Sec-
retary of Transportation, with the airline in-
dustry, and as importantly, with Members of
Congress. Congress must be involved with—
obviously, with these deliberations. And I
look forward to—I’ve already encouraged my
administration to reach out to Members of
Congress, and we will continue doing so.

Usama bin Laden

Q. Mr. President, the Taliban apparently
has refused to hand over Usama bin Laden
to the Pakistanis. Does this mean that the
U.S. will be prepared to move militarily?

The President. Patsy [Patricia Wilson,
Reuters], I want to make it clear to the Amer-
ican people that this administration will not
talk about any plans we may or may not have.
We will not jeopardize in any way, shape,
or form, anybody who wears the uniform of
the United States.

All I can tell you is that Usama bin Laden
is a prime suspect, and the people who house
him, encourage him, provide food, comfort,
or money are on notice. Last Tuesday—last
week, I spoke clearly about our Nation’s pol-
icy, and that is, we’re going to find those
who—those evildoers, those barbaric people
who attacked our country, and we’re going
to hold them accountable, and we’re going
to hold the people who house them account-
able. The people who think they can provide
them safe havens will be held accountable.
The people who feed them will be held ac-
countable. And the Taliban must take my
statement seriously.

Yes, ma’am.

Prospects of War
Q. Mr. President, is it the case, based on

what you’ve said now, that war is inevitable,
and can you tell me, the American people
what that war is going to look like?

The President. I believe—I know that an
act of war was declared against America. But
this will be a different type of war than we’re
used to. This is—in the past there have been
beaches to storm, islands to conquer. We’ve
been able to watch on our television screens
sophisticated weaponry find a building, and
we’ve seen dramatic reports from the front
where Pulitzer-Prize-to-be winning reporters
stood up and declared, the United States is
attacked, and all that.

There may be some of that, who knows.
But I know that this is a different type of
enemy than we’re used to. It’s an enemy that
likes to hide and burrow in, and their net-
work is extensive. There’s no rules. It’s bar-
baric behavior. They slit throats of women
on airplanes in order to achieve an objective
that is beyond comprehension. And they like
to hit, and then they like to hide out.

But we’re going to smoke them out. And
we’re adjusting our thinking to the new type
of enemy. These are terrorists who have no
borders. And by the way, it’s important for
the world to understand that we know in
America that more than just Americans suf-
fered loss of life in the World Trade Center.
People from all kinds of nationalities lost—
that’s why the world is rallying to our call
to defeat terrorism.

Many world leaders understand that that
could have easily—that the attack could have
as easily happened on their land. And they
also understand that this enemy knows no
border. But they know what I know, that
when we start putting the heat on those who
house them, they will get them running. And
once we get them running, we have got a
good chance of getting them. And that’s ex-
actly what our intent is.

The focus right now is on Usama bin
Laden, no question about it. He’s the prime
suspect in his organization. But there are
other terrorists in the world. There are peo-
ple who hate freedom. This is a fight for free-
dom. This is a fight to say to the freedom-
loving people of the world: We will not allow
ourselves to be terrorized by somebody who

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 00:36 Sep 26, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD24SE01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



1327Administration of George W. Bush, 2001 / Sept. 17

thinks they can hit and hide in some cave
somewhere.

It’s going to require a new thought proc-
ess. And I’m proud to report our military,
led by the Secretary of Defense, understands
that—understands it’s a new type of war; it’s
going to take a long time to win this war.
The American people are going to have to
be more patient than ever with the efforts
of—our combined efforts, not just ourselves
but the efforts of our allies, to get them run-
ning and find them and to hunt them down.

But as the Vice President said, you know,
Usama bin Laden is just one person. He is
representative of networks of people who ab-
solutely have made their cause to defeat the
freedoms that we take—that we understand.
And we will not allow them to do so.

Usama bin Laden
Q. Do you want bin Laden dead?
The President. I want him held—I want

justice. There’s an old poster out West, as
I recall, that said, ‘‘Wanted: Dead or Alive.’’

Q. Do you see this being long-term? You
were saying it’s long-term; do you see an end,
at all?

The President. I think that this is a long-
term battle—war. There will be battles. But
this is long-term. After all, our mission is not
just Usama bin Laden, the Al Qaida organiza-
tion. Our mission is to battle terrorism and
to join with freedom-loving people.

We are putting together a coalition that
is a coalition dedicated to declaring to the
world we will do what it takes to find the
terrorists, to rout them out and to hold them
accountable. And the United States is proud
to lead the coalition.

Q. Are you saying you want him dead or
alive, sir? Can I interpret——

The President. I just remember—all I’m
doing is remembering—when I was a kid,
I remember that they used to put out there
in the Old West, a wanted poster. It said,
‘‘Wanted: Dead or Alive.’’ All I want and
America wants him brought to justice. That’s
what we want.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at the
entrance to the Joint Staff corridor of the Pen-
tagon. In his remarks, he referred to Usama bin
Laden, leader of the Al Qaida terrorist organiza-

tion. A portion of these remarks could not be
verified because the tape was incomplete.

Remarks at the Islamic Center of
Washington

September 17, 2001

Thank you all very much for your hospi-
tality. We’ve just had a—wide-ranging dis-
cussions on the matter at hand. Like the good
folks standing with me, the American people
were appalled and outraged at last Tuesday’s
attacks. And so were Muslims all across the
world. Both Americans, our Muslim friends
and citizens, taxpaying citizens, and Muslims
in nations were just appalled and could not
believe what we saw on our TV screens.

These acts of violence against innocents
violate the fundamental tenets of the Islamic
faith. And it’s important for my fellow Ameri-
cans to understand that.

The English translation is not as eloquent
as the original Arabic, but let me quote from
the Koran itself: ‘‘In the long run, evil in the
extreme will be the end of those who do evil.
For that they rejected the signs of Allah and
held them up to ridicule.’’

The face of terror is not the true faith of
Islam. That’s not what Islam is all about.
Islam is peace. These terrorists don’t rep-
resent peace. They represent evil and war.

When we think of Islam, we think of a
faith that brings comfort to a billion people
around the world. Billions of people find
comfort and solace and peace. And that’s
made brothers and sisters out of every race—
out of every race.

America counts millions of Muslims
amongst our citizens, and Muslims make an
incredibly valuable contribution to our coun-
try. Muslims are doctors, lawyers, law profes-
sors, members of the military, entrepreneurs,
shopkeepers, moms and dads. And they need
to be treated with respect. In our anger and
emotion, our fellow Americans must treat
each other with respect.

Women who cover their heads in this
country must feel comfortable going outside
their homes. Moms who wear cover must not
be intimidated in America. That’s not the
America I know. That’s not the America I
value.
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I’ve been told that some fear to leave;
some don’t want to go shopping for their
families; some don’t want to go about their
ordinary daily routines because, by wearing
cover, they’re afraid they’ll be intimidated.
That should not and that will not stand in
America.

Those who feel like they can intimidate
our fellow citizens to take out their anger
don’t represent the best of America. They
represent the worst of humankind, and they
should be ashamed of that kind of behavior.

This is a great country. It’s a great country
because we share the same values of respect
and dignity and human worth. And it is my
honor to be meeting with leaders who feel
just the same way I do. They’re outraged;
they’re sad. They love America just as much
as I do.

I want to thank you all for giving me a
chance to come by. And may God bless us
all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:12 p.m. at the
mosque.

Proclamation 7465—National Farm
and Ranch Safety and Health Week,
2001
September 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Our Nation’s agriculture industry rep-

resents 13 percent of our economy and re-
mains central to our prosperity at home and
our competitiveness abroad. At the core of
this industry are countless dedicated farmers
and ranchers working to produce food stuffs
at a level of efficiency and quality unrivaled
around the globe. In many ways, agriculture
ranks among the most crucial of our Nation’s
industries; and yet, its reliability and produc-
tivity are often taken for granted.

Our farmers and ranchers face significant
challenges and uncertainty, from inclement
weather to damaging insects. They also face
health and safety dangers, from exposure to
chemicals and the operation of machinery to
tending livestock. In 1999, the agriculture in-
dustry suffered more than 770 deaths and

150,000 disabling injuries. Of these victims,
many were children and young people in-
jured or killed in preventable farm and ranch
accidents.

Progress is being made in developing tech-
nology that makes farm and ranch work safer.
Safety equipment features for tractors, such
as roll-over protective structures, bypass
starter covers, and hazard warning lights, aid
in the prevention of injuries and save lives.
Sunscreens, hearing protection devices, and
other personal protective equipment reduce
the serious health problems caused by toxic
gases, chemicals, and harsh environmental
conditions. We must increase awareness of
the availability of safety and health protection
measures. I encourage farmers and ranchers
to develop safety and health plans that meet
the needs of their businesses, families, and
employees. Safety equipment should be in-
stalled, maintained regularly, and used con-
sistently. Children also must be taught to rec-
ognize risks on the farm and ranch and to
help with chores safely.

Despite many hazards and uncertainties,
America’s farmers and ranchers remain
among the most dedicated and productive
contributors to our Nation’s economy. I am
committed to supporting the American farm-
er and rancher, and my Administration will
help those facing financial difficulties caused
by storms, droughts, or any other unforseen
natural catastrophe. In times of emergency,
farmers and ranchers will get the assistance
they need, when they need it. I recently
signed a $5.5 billion agriculture supple-
mental bill that affirms my commitment to
maintaining a strong and healthy agricultural
economy.

My Administration also will support tax-
deferred savings accounts to help farming
and ranching families guard against
downturns. To keep farms and ranches in a
family from generation to generation, we are
eliminating the death tax. Finally, farmers
and ranchers need foreign markets to sell
their products, and I will work hard to ensure
that agriculture is a top priority in future
trade negotiations.

Our Nation owes a debt of gratitude to
our farmers and ranchers for helping to en-
sure stability in our economy, for providing
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food products that amply meet all our citi-
zens’ needs, and for representing what is best
about America. They show the character and
values that have made this country strong,
values of love and family, faith in God, and
respect for nature. We honor them by en-
couraging safe farming and ranching prac-
tices that improve and protect the lives of
all farmers and ranchers.

Now, Therefore I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim the week of Sep-
tember 16 through September 22, 2001, as
National Farm and Ranch Safety and Health
Week. I call upon agriculture-related agen-
cies, organizations, and businesses to
strengthen their commitment to provide
quality safety and health training to farmers,
ranchers, and their families. I also call upon
citizens to recognize the sacrifice and dedica-
tion of those individuals and communities
whose work in agriculture provides the qual-
ity food that we enjoy.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:17 p.m., September 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Proclamation 7466—Citizenship Day
and Constitution Week, 2001
September 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
As the delegates to the 1787 Constitutional

Convention in Philadelphia began working
on what would become the United States
Constitution, they grasped that a great de-
mocracy must be built on the twin founda-
tions of national consent to a Federal Gov-

ernment and respect for individual rights.
After more than two centuries of continual
cultural, legal, and economic change, our
unique experiment in self-government has
borne successful witness to the prescient ge-
nius and timeless wisdom of our Founding
Fathers. Throughout America’s history, in
times of turmoil and peace, liberty and op-
pression, our faith in the Constitution’s
promise of freedom and democracy has been
a steadfast rock of national stability against
the raging seas of political change. Today,
in the face of the terrorist attacks of Sep-
tember 11, 2001, we must call upon, more
than ever, the Constitutional principles that
make our country great.

In creating our Nation’s Constitutional
framework, the Convention’s delegates rec-
ognized the dangers inherent in concen-
trating too much power in one person,
branch, or institution. They wisely crafted a
Government that balanced the functions and
authority of a Federal system among three
separate but equal branches: the Executive,
the Legislative, and the Judicial. As a further
check on central power, the Framers granted
citizens the right to vote, giving them the
power to express their political preferences
peacefully and thereby to effect change in
the Government.

The Convention delegates ratified the
Constitution on September 17, 1787, and
submitted it to the States for approval. After
much deliberation and discussion at the State
level, the following two concerns emerged
from among those who feared the Constitu-
tion’s proposed centralization of Federal
power: (1) the threat of tyranny; and (2) the
loss of local control. To address these fears,
our Founders amended the Constitution by
adding a Bill of Rights. These ten amend-
ments provided a series of clear limits on
Federal power and a litany of protective
rights to citizens. This development under-
scored the important and enduring Constitu-
tional principle of enumerated powers, and
it set our national course on a route that
would eventually enhance and expand indi-
vidual rights and liberties.

Today, our Nation celebrates not only the
longest-lived written Constitution in world
history, but also the enduring commitment
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of our forebears who upheld the Constitu-
tion’s core principles through the travails of
American history. They pursued a more per-
fect Union as abolitionists, as suffragists, or
as civil rights activists, successfully seeking
Constitutional amendments that have
strengthened the protections provided to all
Americans under law. In so doing, they ren-
dered the moral resolve of our Nation strong-
er and clearer.

Our Republic would surely founder but for
the faith and confidence that we collectively
place in our Constitution. And it could not
prosper without our diligent commitment to
upholding the Constitution’s original words
and implementing its founding principles.
From the noble efforts of public servants to
the civic acts of local people, our continuous
Constitutional engagement has proved to be
an exceptional feature of our Nation’s pros-
perous development.

To continue this legacy, each of us must
recognize that we bear a solemn responsi-
bility to promote the ideals of freedom and
opportunity throughout our land. We each
should serve our Nation by actively sup-
porting and shaping our Government’s insti-
tutions, by working together to build strong
communities, and by loving our neighbors.
Doing this will ensure that the American
dream will become real for every willing cit-
izen; and, in fulfilling this call together, we
will honor the spirit of our powerful and en-
during Constitution.

The Congress, by joint resolution of Feb-
ruary 29, 1952 (36 U.S.C. 106), designated
September 17 as ‘‘Citizenship Day,’’ and by
joint resolution of August 2, 1956 (36 U.S.C.
108), requested that the President proclaim
the week beginning September 17 and end-
ing September 23 of each year as ‘‘Constitu-
tion Week.’’

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 17,
2001, as Citizenship Day and September 17
through September 23, 2001, as Constitution
Week. I encourage Federal, State, and local
officials, as well as leaders of civic, social, and
educational organizations, to conduct cere-
monies and programs that celebrate our Con-

stitution and reaffirm our commitment as
citizens of our great Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:17 p.m., September 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Proclamation 7467—Minority
Enterprise Development Week, 2001
September 17, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
More than three million minority business

owners across the United States are helping
to build a stronger America. These hard-
working men and women contribute every-
day to the economic development of their
communities by creating jobs and other op-
portunities for their neighbors. Minority
business entrepreneurs represent the best of
the American spirit, in their determination
to overcome obstacles and in their striving
for better lives for themselves and for their
families.

My Administration encourages the growth
and success of minority businesses across the
United States by giving them the tools to suc-
ceed. The recent passage of the largest tax
cut in nearly two decades is just one of those
tools. We also slashed the bottom Federal
income tax rate from 15 percent to 10 per-
cent and thereby put more money into the
hands of consumers and entrepreneurs. We
are eliminating the death tax that has been
such a heavy burden on our minority busi-
ness owners. And I signed into law, Public
Law 107–16, the ‘‘Economic Growth and Tax
Reconciliation Act of 2001,’’ that will in-
crease lower income groups’ access to the
middle class, promote equal opportunity, and
encourage entrepreneurship.
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One important way that we can encourage
entrepreneurial growth in the minority-
owned business community is to open up
new markets abroad for American products.
If Congress gives me trade promotion au-
thority (TPA), I will have the negotiating
power to knock down the trade barriers that
prevent American goods from entering some
markets around the world. The growth and
expanded opportunities that TPA would
bring will mean jobs for many working peo-
ple and more opportunities for minority-
owned businesses.

As we celebrate the achievements of our
Nation’s minority entrepreneurs during Mi-
nority Enterprise Development Week, we
also affirm our commitment to the principle
of equal opportunity. My Administration is
working hard to achieve an historic reform
in our education system that will significantly
improve our schools and make sure that no
child is left behind. My agenda also supports
effective job training for all Americans to en-
sure that the American dream touches every
willing heart. In so doing, we will enhance
our Nation’s strength and productivity, while
creating more vibrant communities and im-
proved standards of living for every citizen.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim September 23
through September 29, 2001, as Minority
Enterprise Development Week. I urge all
Americans to join in observing this week with
appropriate programs, ceremonies, and ac-
tivities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this seventeenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
12:17 p.m., September 18, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on September 19.

Message on the Observance of Rosh
Hashanah, 5762
September 17, 2001

I am pleased to send warm greetings to
Jews in the United States, Israel, and other
nations around the world as you observe
Rosh Hashanah. This year’s observance
comes in the wake of great tragedy and at
a time of national mourning and recovery.

Rosh Hashanah marks the beginning of a
New Year within the Jewish community, and
it is a time for personal reflection. As you
prepare for Yom Kippur, the Day of Atone-
ment, may this solemn period bring forth a
deeper devotion to your faith’s noble ideals.
During this time of renewal and recovery,
may countless others join in praying for
peace and for the growth of religious toler-
ance around the world.

Rosh Hashanah celebrates Judaism’s re-
markable heritage, and it is a reaffirmation
of God’s mercy, glory, and love. As you look
ahead to the coming year, I join with other
Americans of diverse backgrounds and be-
liefs in receiving inspiration from your faith,
your holy acts of repentance, and your loving
kindness. May this year’s celebration bless all
who participate as we heal from the wounds
inflicted by the recent terrorist attacks.

Laura joins me in sending best wishes for
a blessed Rosh Hashanah.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Remarks Honoring Charitable
Organizations
September 18, 2001

Please be seated. Welcome. Last week,
America suffered greatly. Thousands of our
citizens lost lives. Thousands were hurt, but
thousands of our citizens rose to the occasion
to help.

Last week was a really horrible week for
America. But out of our tears and sadness,
we saw the best of America, as well. We saw
a great country rise up to help.

Tens of millions of dollars and thousands
of hours and tons of food and clothing have
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all been donated to help rebuild shattered
lives. Americans’ love for America was chan-
neled through our Nation’s great charities,
and as President of this great land, nothing
made me more proud.

In the week since the attack, our compas-
sionate and generous citizens have led the
first phase in the war on terrorism. They have
sustained and strengthened the homefront.
Today I’m joined by representatives of char-
ities which have brought relief to citizens in
New York City and Virginia and Pennsyl-
vania. We’ve got representatives of fire-
fighters, police officers, entrepreneurs who
have helped out all across America.

We’ve got many good citizens here who
represent the large national charities like the
American Red Cross, the Salvation Army,
and the United Way. We’ve got folks here
in the Nation’s Rose Garden who represent
the community-based programs and faith-
based programs, firefighter and police asso-
ciations, local businesses, nonprofits. Large
and small, these important charitable efforts
are saving lives and, as importantly, are re-
storing hope.

I’m also joined by Libby Pataki, the better
half of the Governor of New York; Tony
Carbonetti, the chief of staff to Rudy
Giuliani; and my friends and former fellow
Governors—actually, they’re Governors; I
was a former Governor—Jim Gilmore and
Tom Ridge. These Governors and their wives
and the mayor of New York have shown im-
pressive leadership—impressive leader-
ship—in the face of the challenges that faced
their cities and their States.

They put public agencies on full alert to
provide immediate assistance to victims and
their families, and for all those who helped,
our Nation is most grateful. They’ve called
on the men and women of the National
Guard to help maintain calm and order. And
we thank those who wear the uniform, as
well. And they’ve led and supported valiant
rescueworkers in New York City and north-
ern Virginia, whose bravery is seared into our
national consciousness.

I was honored to be able to stand amidst
the rescueworkers, and looked in their eyes
and saw the determination that would make
all Americans proud. In spite of their exhaus-
tion, in spite of the fact that they had worked

themselves into a state of total fatigue, they
still wanted to keep fighting on for their fel-
low brothers and sisters trapped in the rub-
ble.

Mayor Giuliani, and Pataki, have led New
York City through its most difficult of all
days, and they have done so with class and
bravery and distinction. And we owe them
a debt of gratitude. The mayor, the Gov-
ernors, all New Yorkers, have demonstrated
the very best American values to a world that
has been watching to see how our Nation
would react.

The world watches the great country called
America, and they say, ‘‘What will they do?
What will Americans do?’’ And what they’ve
seen—the best of America. They’ve seen
leadership; they’ve seen courage; and as im-
portantly, they’ve seen compassion.

Last evening marked the start of Rosh Ha-
shanah. In Jewish teaching, this holy day is
the anniversary of the creation of the world.
It is a season of renewal and of hope, and
people of every faith, all across America, em-
brace that spirit of renewal and hope.

Funds in New York and Washington are
providing food, clothing, and financial help
to husbands and wives and sons and daugh-
ters who suffer mightily. Citizens near
ground zero in New York have provided
sandwiches, drinks, and clean clothes to the
tired and hungry rescueworkers. And in one
of America’s greatest traditions, a handful of
entrepreneurs from Springfield, Virginia, col-
lected $600 by selling lemonade and gave it
to the Red Cross.

These acts of generosity and kindness are
spreading all across America. There are chal-
lenges that remain for those who suffer
today. Make no mistake about it: We’ve got
a lot of work to do as a nation. And these
good efforts, these good, charitable, compas-
sionate efforts need the full support of Amer-
icans everywhere.

People all across the country are asking
how they can help. What can they do to pro-
vide hope? What can they do to help heal
the wounds by helping their fellow Ameri-
cans? Well, there are many ways to con-
tribute. Local stores and businesses on Main
Street America are collecting money to send
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to appropriate relief and help agencies. Na-
tional media organizations are helping col-
lect; Internet portals providing an interesting
opportunity for people to contribute and pro-
vide their help.

Many of the charities, themselves, wel-
come donations through Web sites. So I urge
my fellow Americans to continue contrib-
uting through Web sites. If you’re interested
in helping, call up one of the great charities
of America and contribute.

Thus far, I’m proud to report through the
Web sites of our charities, Americans have
donated $55 million in 7 short days. Some
of America’s high-tech leaders, AOL/Time
Warner and Microsoft, Amazon, eBay, Cisco
Systems, and Yahoo have joined together in
a private effort to encourage online giving
so that we can funnel resources to help our
citizens in need.

They have formed what’s called the Amer-
ican Liberty Partnership. It has a Web site
called libertyunites.org. And this will help
Americans find out how to help. If a con-
cerned American wants to help a neighbor
in need, even though the neighborhood
might not be right next to each other, they
can get on libertyunites.org and find out how
to help. And I urge my fellow Americans to
do so.

Americans can not only make online dona-
tions, they can figure out where to send food,
where to donate blood, where to give clothes.
They can find out how best to donate their
time.

Now, it’s important to realize that at this
moment, many of our charities are over-
whelmed by the public response. That’s the
kind of problem we like in America. But be-
cause the portals may be jammed, because
the phones may be busy is not an excuse for
Americans not to continue to fight to help
their neighbors.

And so, I ask my fellow Americans to be
patient with those charities that want their
help, to keep trying to give, to not lose sight
of the mission. And that is, we’ll fight ter-
rorism on all fronts; we will not be terrorized
so that their hearts are hardened.

Nobody can threaten this country. Oh,
they may be able to bomb buildings and obvi-
ously disrupt lives. But we’re too great a na-

tion to allow the evildoers to affect our soul
and our spirit.

Today I herald the soul and spirit of Amer-
ica with live examples of people who have
made a huge difference and those who suffer
and those who hurt. This is a great land. It’s
a great land, because our people are so de-
cent and strong and compassionate.

God bless.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:46 a.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Elizabeth Pataki, wife of Gov.
George E. Pataki, Mayor Rudolph W. Giuliani of
New York City; Gov. James S. Gilmore III of Vir-
ginia and his wife, Roxane; and Gov. Tom Ridge
of Pennsylvania and his wife, Michele.

Statement on Signing the
Authorization for Use of Military
Force
September 18, 2001

Today I am signing Senate Joint Resolu-
tion 23, the ‘‘Authorization for Use of Mili-
tary Force.’’

On September 11, 2001, terrorists com-
mitted treacherous and horrific acts of vio-
lence against innocent Americans and indi-
viduals from other countries. Civilized na-
tions and people around the world have ex-
pressed outrage at, and have unequivocally
condemned, these attacks. Those who plan,
authorize, commit, or aid terrorist attacks
against the United States and its interests—
including those who harbor terrorists—
threaten the national security of the United
States. It is, therefore, necessary and appro-
priate that the United States exercise its
rights to defend itself and protect United
States citizens both at home and abroad.

In adopting this resolution in response to
the latest terrorist acts committed against the
United States and the continuing threat to
the United States and its citizens from ter-
rorist activities, both Houses of Congress
have acted wisely, decisively, and in the finest
traditions of our country. I thank the leader-
ship of both Houses for their role in expedi-
tiously passing this historic joint resolution.
I have had the benefit of meaningful con-
sultations with members of the Congress
since the attacks of September 11, 2001, and
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I will continue to consult closely with them
as our Nation responds to this threat to our
peace and security.

Senate Joint Resolution 23 recognizes the
seriousness of the terrorist threat to our Na-
tion and the authority of the President under
the Constitution to take action to deter and
prevent acts of terrorism against the United
States. In signing this resolution, I maintain
the longstanding position of the executive
branch regarding the President’s constitu-
tional authority to use force, including the
Armed Forces of the United States and re-
garding the constitutionality of the War Pow-
ers Resolution.

Our whole Nation is unalterably com-
mitted to a direct, forceful, and comprehen-
sive response to these terrorist attacks and
the scourge of terrorism directed against the
United States and its interests.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 18, 2001.

NOTE: S.J. Res. 23, approved September 18, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–40.

Memorandum on FY 2002 Refugee
Admissions Consultations
September 18, 2001

Memorandum for the Secretary of State

Subject: FY 2002 Refugee Admissions
Consultations

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (INA), you are
authorized to consult with the appropriate
committees of the Congress concerning ref-
ugee admissions as follows:

1. The authorization of 70,000 refugee
admissions during FY 2002, to be allo-
cated by specific region as follows:

Africa ................................................ 22,000
East Asia (including Amerasians) ... 4,000
Latin America/Caribbean ................ 3,000
Near East/South Asia ...................... 15,000
Former Soviet Union ...................... 17,000
Former Yugoslavia ........................... 9,000

2. The authorization of an additional
10,000 refugee admissions numbers
to be made available for the adjust-

ment to permanent resident status of
persons who have been granted asy-
lum in the United States;

3. The designation, pursuant to section
101(a)(42)(B) of the INA, of persons
in Cuba, Vietnam, and the former So-
viet Union, who, if they otherwise
qualify for admission as refugees, may
be considered refugees under the
INA even though they are still within
their country of nationality or habitual
residence.

George W. Bush

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Jacques Chirac of France
and an Exchange With Reporters
September 18, 2001

President Bush. It is my honor to wel-
come a good friend, a good personal friend
and a good friend of America, to the Oval
Office. It’s the first formal visit I’ve had with
any world leader since the terrible day a week
ago.

After the incident, after that day, I got a
lot of phone calls, and one of the most mean-
ingful phone calls of all was from Jacques
Chirac, who expressed his concern for the
American citizens. He expressed his desire
to stand solidly with America during this ter-
rible, terrible day.

President Chirac understands that we have
entered a new type of war. It’s a war against
people who hate freedom. And I am honored
to welcome our friend here to the Oval Of-
fice.

Welcome, sir.
President Chirac. Thank you. I’ve come

here to tell you of the emotion—the emotion
of France, of the French people, an emotion
which has no precedent in history before this
tragedy, which does not have a parallel. In-
deed, it is a tragic event, something which
is beyond crime; there are no words to qual-
ify it.

I want to tell President Bush, who is my
friend, that we stand in total solidarity. We
bring you the total solidarity of France and
the French people. It is solidarity of the
heart.
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I also wanted to say that we are completely
determined to fight by your side this new
type of evil, of absolute evil, which is ter-
rorism. And I also wanted to say that France
is prepared and available to discuss all means
to fight and eradicate this evil.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.
Yes, Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated

Press].

Nature of the Alliance
Q. Mr. President, sir, do you expect

French and British soldiers to fight side by
side with ours?

And President Chirac, do you agree that
we are in a war, and is France in it? Will
you fight side by side with U.S. troops?

President Bush. This is a new kind of war.
This war will require determination and pa-
tience. People who love freedom, such as
Jacques Chirac and the people of France, will
join us—I’m confident of that—in finding
those who feel like they can terrorize nations
because they hate freedom.

We will—it’s a policy of my Government
not to discuss any plans we may have as to
how we intend to deal with the terrorists and
the terrorist networks that believe they can
disrupt lives anyplace, anytime in the world.
I look forward to talking with one of our
strongest allies in private about what’s on my
mind.

But make no mistake about it: This admin-
istration has got a firm goal and a determina-
tion to achieve the goal, and that is to rally
the world toward a campaign to find terror-
ists, to smoke them out of their holes, and
to get them, and to bring them to justice.

And there’s no doubt in my mind France
joins with us in this most important cam-
paign. Jacques Chirac has—this is my fourth
meeting with this leader. He’s a man of vi-
sion. He’s a man who understands what I
understand, that we’ve entered into a new
era. And I feel confident that we’re going
to work in a collaborative way to achieve a
common objective.

If you love freedom, you must join with
us; you must join with America and France.
That’s the message of this meeting. And we
will discuss ways that we can work in a way
that will achieve the goal. And there’s no
doubt in my mind that we’ll find solidarity

with the French and the French Govern-
ment.

Q. Will your citizens fight shoulder to
shoulder with ours?

President Chirac. I don’t know whether
we should use the word ‘‘war,’’ but what I
can say is that now we are faced with a con-
flict of a completely new nature. It is a con-
flict which is attempting to destroy human
rights, freedom, the dignity of man. And I
believe that everything must be done to pro-
tect and safeguard these values of civilization.

Therefore—and we are, naturally, pre-
pared to work in complete solidarity with the
United States and do everything which is
necessary, in consultation with them, to
reach this target which is the elimination of
terrorism. And I would also like to add that
practically all the leaders of the world are
following the same line.

U.S. Response to Nations Harboring
Terrorists

Q. Mr. President, don’t you think it’s high
time for the occidental world to review in
a very tougher way its relationship with a cer-
tain number of, let’s say, Arabic countries
which have been helping or harboring the
terrorists?

President Bush. In my statement to our
Nation, I told the people of the United States
that we would not only hold those who com-
mitted these horrible acts accountable, that
we would also hold those accountable who
harbored them, who fed them, who hide
them. That’s our policy.

Many, many Arab—first of all, it is impor-
tant to know that this is not a campaign
against Islam. This is not a campaign against
Arab people. This is a campaign against ter-
rorists. This is a campaign against evildoers
who hate freedom.

I have had, and I’m sure Jacques, as well,
has had strong statements of solidarity from
governments in the Middle East. I’ve talked
to many world leaders, Arab leaders, all of
whom are outraged by the acts of terrorism
against America, all of whom understand it
could be them, as well. Terrorism knows no
borders.

And so I’ve been very pleased with the out-
pouring of support. And we will take the gov-
ernments for their word and will work with
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them to disrupt the finances, the travel, the
communications. We will find them in their
hiding places, and we’ll get them moving, and
we’ll bring them to justice. Make no mistake
about it.

Q. Mr. President——
President Bush. Yes, Patsy [Patricia Wil-

son, Reuters].

Middle East Cease-Fire
Q. Do you think the Middle East cease-

fire will hold? And what do you think the
next step should be for both the Israelis and
the Palestinians?

President Bush. We’ve had very positive
developments in the Middle East today, and
it’s one of the subjects that my friend and
I will discuss. I was very pleased by the state-
ments by Chairman Arafat, followed by the
strong statements by the Israelis that they
would stand down troops.

And I hope in my heart of hearts that out
of this evil comes good. I think it will; I’m
a very optimistic person. And one of the
goods that can come is that people involved
with the Middle East conflict, that both lead-
ers here want to resolve, realize that a ter-
rorist way of life is not going to lead to a
peaceful resolution for people.

The next step, of course, is to stay involved
in the region, is to work with both the Pal-
estinians and the Israelis to encourage them
to seize the moment, to hold Mr. Arafat to
his word that he will fight violence, and to
encourage the Israelis to sit down and have
meaningful dialog, with the attempt to get
into the Mitchell process. And it’s a glimmer
of hope that all of us hope that the parties
involved will seize.

U.S. Response to Terrorist Attacks
Q. Mr. President, how will this new war

be fought, this new war against terrorism?
President Bush. It is new, and it’s impor-

tant for the world to understand that there
are no beaches to storm, there are no islands
to conquer, there are no battle lines to be
drawn. It’s a war that is going to take an inter-
national effort. It’s going to take all of us to
gather the necessary intelligence, the nec-
essary information, to be able to find the lo-
cation of terrorists, to work with governments
to smoke them out of their safe houses, to

get them moving, and then have the courage
to bring them to justice.

My Government will commit whatever re-
sources is necessary to be effective in this
all-important cause. I repeat: We’re fighting
for liberty and freedom, a way of life that
is so essential for humankind, mankind to be
able to realize their full potential. And we
are focused on achieving the goal.

There’s going to be a time when free na-
tions settle into what is viewed as an ordinary
life, and I hope that happens soon; I hope
that happens soon. But make no mistake
about it: My goal, my intentions will not di-
minish with time. I am absolutely—I know
that we are called to respond to terror now.
This is the time, and the world is ready for
leadership. And Jacques Chirac is ready to
provide that leadership, as am I.

I want to thank you all for being here.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:30 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Pal-
estinian Authority. President Chirac spoke in
French, and his remarks were translated by an
interpreter.

Statement on Signing Legislation To
Create the Brown v. Board of
Education 50th Anniversary
Commission
September 18, 2001

Today I have signed into law H.R. 2133,
to create the ‘‘Brown v. Board of Education
50th Anniversary Commission.’’ The Com-
mission will advise the Secretary of Edu-
cation on activities to help celebrate one of
the most important decisions ever issued by
the U.S. Supreme Court—the decision that
recognized the constitutional right to free-
dom from racial discrimination in our public
schools. Establishing a commission to help
celebrate the decision is particularly appro-
priate as we work to secure passage by the
Congress of my Administration’s educational
initiatives, so that we leave no child behind.

Consistent with the requirements of the
Appointments Clause of the Constitution, I
welcome the participation, in an advisory ca-
pacity on the commission, of representatives
of the Judiciary; the Brown Foundation for
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Education Equity, Excellence, and Research;
the NAACP Legal Defense and Education
Fund; and the Brown v. Board of Education
National Historic Site in the activities of the
commission. While the Constitution does not
permit them to participate in the perform-
ance of executive functions, their advice will
be crucial to the effective functioning of the
commission. As I exercise my constitutional
power of appointment to name 11 members
of the commission, under the Appointments
Clause and the enabling legislation, I wel-
come, as a matter of comity, the suggestions
of the congressional leadership for those po-
sitions.

I look forward to the national celebration
in 2004 of the 50th anniversary of the Su-
preme Court’s decision in Brown v. Board
of Education.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 18, 2001.

NOTE: H.R. 2133, approved September 18, was
assigned Public Law No. 107–41. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on September 19.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With
President Megawati Sukarnoputri of
Indonesia and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 19, 2001

President Bush. President Megawati was
just telling me she had visited Washington
during President Kennedy’s time. It is my
honor to welcome you back to Washington
and to the Oval Office as President of your
great nation.

I look forward to having a very good dis-
cussion about our relations, as well as what
we’re going to do, as people who love free-
dom, about terrorism. I want to thank you
very much for your strong statements of sup-
port for the American people and your strong
statement against terrorist activities. It meant
a lot to us. You represent the nation with
the most Muslim people in the world. I’ve
made it clear, Madam President, that the war
against terrorism is not a war against Mus-
lims, nor is it a war against Arabs. It’s a war

against evil people who conduct crimes
against innocent people.

And so, welcome to Washington, DC. I
look forward to a long discussion. I appre-
ciate so very much your vision for your very
important country. Welcome.

President Megawati. Thank you, Mr.
President. I will speak in Indonesian. I’m
very honored to be your guest here today,
even though we are in a moment of grief.
I would like to express on behalf of the peo-
ple and Government of Indonesia our deep-
est condolences to the American people. And
we share this moment of grief with you.

I also want to say thank you, because even
though you’re having a difficult time, you’re
still able to meet me in this place which I’m
quite familiar with. Thank you very much,
Mr. President.

The President. Yes. Ron [Ron Fournier,
Associated Press].

U.S. Response to Nations Harboring
Terrorists

Q. Mr. President, do you have any reason
to believe Iraq is connected with the terrorist
attack? And if so, what would your response
be?

And could I ask your guest if she could
respond to her Vice President saying that the
tragedy would cleanse the sins of the United
States?

President Bush. First, let me—anybody
who harbors terrorists needs to fear the
United States and the rest of the free world.
Anybody who houses a terrorist, encourages
terrorism will be held accountable. And we
are gathering all evidence on this particular
crime and other crimes against freedom-
loving people.

And I would strongly urge any nation in
the world to reject terrorism, expel terrorists.
I would strongly urge the Taliban to turn
over the Al Qaida organizers who hide in
their country. We’re—we’re on the case.
We’re gathering as much evidence as we pos-
sibly can to be able to make our case to the
world about all countries and their willing-
ness to harbor or not harbor terrorists.

Q. A specific message to Iraq?
President Bush. The message to every

country is, there will be a campaign against
terrorist activity, a worldwide campaign. And
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there is an outpouring of support for such
a campaign. Freedom-loving people under-
stand that terrorism knows no borders, that
terrorists will strike in order to bring fear,
to try to change the behavior of countries
that love liberty. And we will not let them
do that.

Now, this is a campaign in which nations
will contribute in a variety of ways. Some na-
tions will be willing to join in a very overt
way. Other nations will be willing to join by
sharing information. And information, in a
campaign such as this, is going to be incred-
ibly important. It’s very important for us to
be able to find where these people are.
There’s going to need to be a campaign—
there needs to be a financial component of
the campaign, where we need to cooperate
to make sure we cut off funds, find these
organizations that serve as front groups for
funding these terrorist cells.

And so my message to all nations is we
look forward to full cooperation.

Did you have a question for the President?

Indonesia’s Response
Q. Yes. Could you respond, please, to the

Vice President of your country who said that
the tragedy will cleanse the Nation—the
sins? Thank you.

President Megawati. After I heard and
witnessed and saw what happened, the tragic
events in New York and Washington, I im-
mediately issued a statement which strongly
condemned these attacks, which were very
inhumane. And afterwards I sent a letter to
President Bush expressing my condolences.
So this is the position of my Government on
this issue. So it’s very clear.

Defining the Terms of the Conflict
Q. Mr. President, since you’ve declared

war against terrorism, there are a number
of countries who seem to be saying, not so
fast. China, in particular, has said that any
strike must be preceded by irrefutable evi-
dence. Others have raised concerns about ci-
vilian casualties. So the first question is, are
you now prepared to provide such irrefutable
evidence to countries? And what, in your
mind, is the biggest challenge that you face
in trying to construct this coalition?

President Bush. Well, first of all, we’ll do
what we need to do to achieve the first objec-
tive of a long campaign. And the first objec-
tive is to bring people to justice who we feel
like committed this particular set of atroc-
ities, and to hold the organization account-
able and to hold those who harbor them ac-
countable. That’s the first objective of a very
long campaign.

David [David Gregory, NBC News], I
think that the real challenge for America and
our allies in this effort is to do a couple of
things: One, condition the world, starting
with our own country, that this will be a dif-
ferent kind of battle, a series of battles; that
they will be fought visibly sometimes, and
sometimes we’ll never see what may be tak-
ing place; that the—and that we fully under-
stand that some nations will be comfortable
supporting overt activities, some nations will
be comfortable supporting covert activities,
some nations will only be comfortable in pro-
viding information, others will be helpful and
only feel comfortable helping on financial
matters. I understand that. Thirdly, that as
these various—as the campaign evolves,
some nations may take a more active role
than others.

The mind-set of war must change. It is
a different type of battle. It’s a different type
of battlefield. It’s a different type of war. And
that, in itself, is going to be a real challenge
for America and those other nations who un-
derstand that, because sometimes—look, the
mission is to rout out terrorist activities. And
there’s a variety of ways in which that can
happen.

Clearly, one of our focuses is to get people
out of their caves, smoke them out and get
them moving and get them. That’s about as
plainly as I can put it. And we’re focused
on that. But we’re also focused, and we rec-
ognize that the Al Qaida organization exists
in some 60-plus countries, and we’re begin-
ning to work with other nations that are re-
ceptive to the notion of fighting terrorism,
and say, ‘‘Help us round up these people.
You can play a constructive role.’’

We fully understand that certain NGOs,
nongovernmental organizations, serve as
fronts, as a funding mechanism for terrorist
organizations. We expect there to be activity
on those fronts, as well.
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So the challenge is to redefine the terms
of the conflict, the campaign, in a way that
the leaders understand, and in a way that the
people of the world understand. There’s a
certain impatience with war of the past. Peo-
ple demand a certain clarity of a specific bat-
tlefield. But this is the first—this is a new
type of struggle. It’s really the first series of
battles in the 21st century.

Again I repeat, terrorism knows no bor-
ders. It has no capital, but it does have a
common ideology, and that is they hate free-
dom, and they hate freedom-loving people.
And they particularly hate America at this
moment. But many leaders understand that
what happened in New York City and Wash-
ington, DC, could have easily have happened
in their capital, as well.

It’s a long answer to a short question.

U.S. Response to Terrorism
Q. Can I follow on one point? Do you,

to your mind, have irrefutable evidence that
links Al Qaida and specifically Usama bin
Laden to these attacks?

President Bush. When we take action, we
will take action because we believe—because
we know we’ll be on the right. And I want
to remind people that there have been ter-
rorist activities on America in the past, as
well. And there has been—there have been
indictments have been handed down. This
is a war not against a specific individual, nor
will it be a war against solely one organiza-
tion. It is a war against terrorist activities.
Our Nation must do everything we can to
protect the homeland, and we are. The Attor-
ney General briefs on a daily basis, as does
the Director of the FBI, talking about what
we’re doing to do the best we can to protect
the American people from any further activ-
ity.

But the best way to make sure that Amer-
ica is safe, the people of Indonesia are safe
is to find terrorism at its roots and to root
it out, to get them out of their caves and
get them moving, cut off their finances, and
hold them accountable.

Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority

Q. Mr. President, now that Chairman
Arafat has said he was willing to fight ter-

rorism and he wants to join your coalition,
are you willing to talk to him?

And for President Megawati, a quick ques-
tion is, are you able to offer your Govern-
ment and your people’s support for this coali-
tion, or do you have that support in your
country?

President Bush. Let me first—I would
hope that Chairman Arafat backs up his
strong statement with action. We take his
words very seriously that he is interested in
doing everything he can to reduce terrorism
and violence in the Middle East. That was
a very positive statement he made. And I
hope he stays focused on achieving the goal
he stated. And so to that end, our administra-
tion and our Government is continuing to
talk to Chairman Arafat to encourage him
to live up to his words, and at the same time
working with the Israelis to encourage them
to seize the moment. Progress is being made.

Madam President, I said at the time,
through my tears I see opportunity. One of
the opportunities I saw was the ability not
to put—not only for freedom-loving nations
to come together to say resolutely we will
fight terrorism, but I felt like there would
be—that this event may shake up the atti-
tudes of the Middle East where people
would end up resolving to show the world
that there could be peace there as well. And
progress is being made. And I want to tell
the American people, the Secretary of
State—even though we’re focused on what
happened in New York and Washington, DC,
we’re also very much involved in the Middle
East, and Secretary Powell was on the phone
yesterday with leaders in the Middle East,
urging them to seize this moment. And so
we have a sense of—we now have a sense
of optimism that something positive may take
place in the Middle East.

Your question to the President?

Indonesia’s Response
Q. Are you able to offer the support of

your country to this coalition against ter-
rorism?

President Megawati. Indonesia has al-
ways been against violence. Anything that re-
lates to violence, including acts of terrorism,
we will definitely be against it.

President Bush. Thank you all.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:22 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. A reporter re-
ferred to Vice President Hamzah Haz of Indo-
nesia. President Megawati spoke in Indonesian,
and her remarks were translated by an interpreter.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the Republic
of Indonesia
September 19, 2001

As leaders of the world’s second and third
largest democracies, President George W.
Bush and President Megawati Soekarnoputri
today vowed to open a new era of bilateral
cooperation based on shared democratic val-
ues and a common interest in promoting re-
gional stability and prosperity. They agreed
that a strong bilateral partnership between
the two countries will benefit both nations,
the region, and the international community.
President Bush and President Megawati em-
phasized the importance of a strong and
prosperous ASEAN and pledged to cooper-
ate to promote those objectives.

President Megawati condemned the bar-
baric and indiscriminate acts carried out
against innocent civilians and pledged to co-
operate with the international community in
combatting terrorism. She underscored that
terrorism also increasingly threatens Indo-
nesia’s democracy and national security. The
two Presidents agreed that their respective
officials would soon discuss concrete ways to
strengthen bilateral cooperation on counter-
terrorism, in particular on capacity and insti-
tution building. They further affirmed their
intention to expand cooperation to combat
other transnational crimes, including piracy,
organized crime, trafficking in persons, nar-
cotics, and smuggling of small arms.

President Bush expressed his conviction
that Indonesia’s transition to democracy is
one of the most significant developments of
this era. Noting the great importance the
United States attaches to Indonesia’s success,
he pledged his support for President
Megawati’s efforts to build a stable, united,
democratic and prosperous Indonesia. In
that context, President Bush pledged to work
with Congress to secure the Administration’s
request for at least $130 million in bilateral
assistance for Indonesia in fiscal year 2002,

with a special focus on assisting Indonesia’s
efforts with legal and judicial reform. Recog-
nizing the priority President Megawati places
on rebuilding communities in conflict zones,
President Bush pledged an additional $10
million to assist internally displaced persons,
with a focus on the Moluccas. He further
pledged $5 million for Aceh, to support rec-
onciliation, help rebuild schools and other in-
frastructure destroyed in the ongoing vio-
lence, and assist with economic development
projects, including environmental improve-
ments and transportation. To strengthen In-
donesia’s law enforcement capability, Presi-
dent Bush also committed, subject to Con-
gressional approval, to provide $10 million
in police training.

The two Presidents discussed the situation
in the provinces of Aceh and Irian Jaya and
agreed on the urgent need for peaceful reso-
lution of separatist pressures. President
Megawati affirmed her determination to pur-
sue a multidimensional approach to these re-
gions, including implementation of special
autonomy, resource sharing, respect for cul-
tural identity and human rights, restoration
of peace, order and the rule of law, and con-
tinued efforts at dialogue and reconciliation.
President Bush reiterated the firm support
of the United States for Indonesia’s territorial
integrity and emphasized that the U.S. does
not support secessionist aspirations in these
areas or elsewhere.

President Bush and President Megawati
agreed to work together to support a stable
and prosperous independent East Timor.
The Presidents further agreed on the urgent
need to find a comprehensive solution to the
remaining problems of East Timorese in
West Timor, East Nusa Tenggara province,
notwithstanding the significant assistance al-
ready provided by the United States to allevi-
ate Indonesia’s burden. Recognizing that the
plight of internally displaced persons (IDPs)
still in West Timor is both an Indonesian and
an international problem, the two leaders
agreed to cooperate in developing a com-
prehensive plan that supports and imple-
ments the choice of remaining IDPs to reset-
tle or return to East Timor. In their discus-
sions, President Bush committed to provide
both technical assistance and seed money in
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the amount of $2 million dollars to help In-
donesia develop and implement a credible
plan, and to assist with the resettlement of
those who choose to stay in Indonesia. The
United States and Indonesia further pledged
to work together to seek additional inter-
national support, upon completion of the
plan.

The two Presidents agreed that economic
reform and restructuring are pressing chal-
lenges now facing Indonesia. President Bush
expressed strong support for President
Megawati’s commitment to press ahead with
structural economic reforms, including pri-
vatization of banks and the disposal of assets
within the Indonesian Bank Restructuring
Agency. President Megawati underscored
her determination to improve Indonesia’s in-
vestment climate, in particular by strength-
ening the rule of law, resolving outstanding
investment disputes, and protecting inves-
tors’ assets and property.

As an expression of confidence in both
President Megawati’s leadership and the
enormous potential of the Indonesian econ-
omy, President Bush announced that the
three U.S. trade finance agencies—the Ex-
port Import Bank (ExIm), the Overseas Pri-
vate Investment Corporation (OPIC), and
the U.S. Trade and Development Agency
(TDA)—have developed a joint trade and fi-
nance initiative to help promote economic
development in Indonesia. The three agen-
cies will undertake to provide up to a com-
bined $400 million to promote trade and in-
vestment within Indonesia, especially in the
Indonesian oil and gas sector.

The two Presidents resolved to work close-
ly to expand trade bilaterally, regionally and
globally. President Bush agreed to provide
Indonesia $100 million in additional benefits
under the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP). To explore prospects for the
further expansion of trade and commercial
ties, the two Presidents directed their Trade
Ministers to re-establish and convene the
U.S.-Indonesia Trade and Investment Coun-
cil at a mutually convenient date, based on
the preparatory work already undertaken by
senior officials in Jakarta on September 10.
Both leaders noted the importance of open
markets and expanded trade for economic
growth and agreed on the importance of

launching a new round of WTO negotiations
at Doha, taking into account the need for
a balanced agenda that reflects the interests
of all WTO members.

President Bush recognized the important
role of the Indonesian military (TNI) as a
national institution and both leaders ob-
served the importance of military reforms in
Indonesia’s democratic transition. In that re-
gard, the two Presidents agreed to expand
modest contacts and resume regular meet-
ings between their militaries to support Indo-
nesia’s efforts at military reform and
professionalization. Upcoming activities will
include Indonesian participation in a variety
of conferences, multilateral exercises, subject
matter exchanges on issues such as military
reform, military law, investigations, budg-
eting and budget transparency, as well as hu-
manitarian assistance and joint relief oper-
ations.

President Bush and President Megawati
agreed that military-to-military relations,
while important, should constitute only one
aspect of the bilateral security relationship
and that the two countries should cooperate
to increase civilian participation in Indo-
nesian defense and security issues. To pro-
mote this objective, the two leaders agreed
to establish a bilateral Security Dialogue
under the supervision of their respective ci-
vilian ministers of defense, which would pro-
vide an opportunity for an exchange of views
on a broad range of security and defense
issues. To further support President
Megawati’s efforts to foster proper civil-mili-
tary relations in Indonesia’s new democratic
setting, President Bush also expressed his
commitment to work with Congress to allo-
cate $400,000 to educate Indonesian civilians
on defense matters through the Expanded
International Military Education and Train-
ing.

President Megawati expressed her full ap-
preciation that Indonesia must resolve out-
standing issues relating to past human rights
violations, especially in conflict zones. She as-
serted that as a state based on the rule of
law, respect for human rights, and freedom
of religion, Indonesia recognizes the impor-
tance of accountability for human rights
abuses. In that context, and in the spirit of
their shared commitment to promote reform
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and professionalization of the military in a
democratic Indonesia, President Bush an-
nounced that the United States would lift its
embargo on commercial sales of non-lethal
defense articles for Indonesia, with individual
applications to be reviewed on a case by case
basis, as is standard practice in the United
States.

The two Presidents noted that both the
United States and Indonesia were founded
on the belief that a nation’s diversity is a
source of strength, not weakness—a concept
embodied in their respective national mottos.
They pledged to build on this shared belief
as a basis for strengthening the bonds be-
tween their two peoples and for forging a
new era of cooperation to advance their com-
mon interests.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Joint Statement Between the United
States of America and the Republic
of Indonesia on Terrorism and
Religious Tolerance
September 19, 2001

President George W. Bush and President
Megawati Soekarnoputri today condemned
the September 11, 2001 attacks on the
United States and pledged to strengthen ex-
isting cooperation in the global effort to com-
bat international terrorism. On behalf of the
210 million people of Indonesia, President
Megawati expressed her deepest sympathies
to the American people and pledged soli-
darity with the United States in this hour of
grief. Noting that the victims included inno-
cent civilians of many nationalities, including
an Indonesian citizen, the two leaders agreed
that these indiscriminate attacks have no
place in a civilized world.

The two Presidents reaffirmed their com-
mitment to the principles of religious free-
dom and tolerance in relations within and
among nations. As leader of the world’s larg-
est Muslim population and third largest de-
mocracy, President Megawati joined Presi-
dent Bush in underlining the importance of
differentiating between the religion of Islam
and the acts of violent extremists. Empha-

sizing that Islam is a religion of peace that
neither teaches hatred nor condones vio-
lence, President Megawati encouraged Presi-
dent Bush in his stated purpose of building
a broad coalition across religious lines and
cultures to deal with these new and dan-
gerous threats. She further emphasized the
importance of taking into account the views
of the Muslim world as the United States
leads an appropriate response to the events
of September 11. Noting that Islam is the
fastest growing religion in the United States,
President Bush assured President Megawati
that the American people respect Islam as
one of the world’s great religions and that
the United States would join hands with free-
dom-loving people of all religions to combat
transnational terror.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Congressional Leaders and an
Exchange With Reporters

September 19, 2001

The President. I want to welcome the
members of the leadership of the Congress
here, and I want the Nation to know how
proud I am of how they have helped unite
our country. Senator Daschle and the Speak-
er and Senator Lott and Representative Gep-
hardt have really showed that in times of
emergency and crisis, that our Government
can function in a way that is just exemplary.
And I want to thank them for coming down.

I’m also so pleased to accept the invitation
of the Speaker and the leaders to come and
address the Congress tomorrow night. I look
forward to the opportunity, to explaining to
the American people who it is and who would
do this to our great country, and why—why
would people choose America? A lot of our
citizens have got a lot of questions about
what has taken place on September the 11th
and subsequent to that, and I owe it to the
country to give an explanation. And I want
to thank the Congress for giving me a chance.
I can’t think of a better place than to talk
about freedom and the battle to maintain
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freedom in one of the greatest halls of free-
dom, and that is in the United States Con-
gress.

So, thank you for the invitation. I accept
wholeheartedly, and I will see you all tomor-
row night.

I would be glad to answer a couple of ques-
tions. Ron [Ron Fournier, Associated Press]?

Public Safety
Q. Mr. President, will you be able to tell

all Americans whether they’re going to be
safe while you prepare to retaliate, or could
terrorists strike again while we prepare for
war?

The President. Ron, I think America
needs to know that we in Government are
on alert, that we recognize life around the
White House or around the Congress is not
normal or is not the way it used to be because
we’re very aware that people have conducted
an act of war on our country, and that all
of us urge our fellow Americans to go back
to work and to work hard, but we must be
on alert. Our Government is working hard
to make sure that we run down every lead,
every opportunity, to find someone who
would want to hurt any American.

The American people are united. They’re
united in their resolve to help heal the Na-
tion. But they’re also united in the under-
standing that we’ve entered into a new day,
and we’ll deal with it.

Role of Religions
Q. Sir, you’ve been stressing that this is

not a war against Islam. However, there are
some around the world who view the coming
battle along religious lines. I’m wondering
how worried you are that some view this as
a holy war, and are declarations of jihad at
all affecting U.S. plans?

The President. I appreciate that question.
First of all, it is so important for my fellow
Americans, as well as everybody in the world
to understand that America will hold those
evildoers accountable. We don’t view this as
a war of religion, in any way, shape, or form.
As a matter of fact, Islam preaches peace.
The Muslim faith is a peaceful faith, and
there are millions of good Americans who
practice the Muslim faith who love their

country as much as I love the country, who
salute the flag as strongly as I salute the flag.

And for those who try to pit religion
against religion, our great Nation will stand
up and reject that kind of thought. We won’t
allow that to creep into the consciousness of
the world. We’re going to lead the world to
fight for freedom, and we’ll have Muslim and
Jew and Christian side by side with us.

Social Security Surplus
Q. Mr. President, you promised only to

dip into the Social Security surplus in an
emergency, a recession, or war. And in your
words, this constitutes a war. How much of
the Social Security surplus are you prepared
to spend?

The President. We are—not only has
someone conducted an act of war on us; our
economy has slowed way down; and this is
an emergency. We’ve had all three, it seems
like to me. And I’m going to work with Con-
gress to send a clear message to America,
American workers, American business peo-
ple, that this Government will respond to this
emergency.

We’ll respond to the emergency in terms
of working on a package for the airline indus-
try that has been severely affected. We’ll re-
spond to work to fight terrorism. The Con-
gress has already responded with a supple-
mental that will not only help fund our mili-
tary but, as importantly, will send a clear
message to the people of New York and New
Jersey and Connecticut that we’ll help you
rebuild.

And this is exactly the subject we talked
about. The definition of how much—is
enough to get America going again as to be
able to endure this emergency.

Q. And if that means all the surplus, are
you prepared to spend all the surplus?

The President. We’re reasonable people.
The Members here, the leaders from the
Congress, are very reasonable. And they are
mindful about Government money as well as
anybody else. But we’re dedicated—we’re
dedicated to saying to the American people,
‘‘This is an emergency, the likes of which we
have not seen in a long time in this country,
and this Government will come together and
deal with it.’’ And that’s exactly what’s going
to happen.
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National Economy
Q. Sorry to ask another one, but did you

mean to say just now that we are in a reces-
sion? You said, ‘‘It looks to me like we’ve
got all three.’’

The President. No, I said—well, I said—
let me put it this way—tough economic
times. There’s no question it’s tough times.
And Ron, I don’t have all the numbers, but
let me just say this: I can pick up all the
statistics, but make no mistake about it, this
has affected our economy in a big way. Now,
I’ve still got faith that we’ll recover. The
strength of the American economy has always
been our entrepreneurial spirit and our
workers, and that’s still prevalent. But you’ve
seen the statistics on the airlines—they’re be-
ginning to lay off people. Big airline manu-
facturing companies responding. And this
government will respond.

Now, I don’t have—don’t get me wrong—
I don’t have all the numbers at my disposal
because they have to start counting them up,
but this has shocked our economy. And we’re
going to respond. And that’s exactly what this
leadership and I have been talking about.

Support From Pakistan
Q. Mr. President, do you feel like you’ve

got the full support of President Musharraf?
And how hard is it going to be for him to
live up to his pledges, given his domestic situ-
ation?

The President. Well, there’s no question
that President Musharraf has taken a bold
position, which is to say he will work to the
extent he can with America and our allies
as we deal with the prime suspect in the case.
And we appreciate so very much his state-
ment of support. I said we’ll give the Presi-
dent a chance to perform, and I believe he
has done—done so. We will work and consult
closely with Pakistan and India to make sure
that that part of the world is as stable as can
possibly be stable.

Let me say that, in terms of foreign policy
and in terms of the world, this horrible strat-
egy has provided us with an interesting op-
portunity. One of the opportunities is in the
Middle East. I’m pleased with the fact that
Chairman Arafat and Prime Minister Sharon
have taken positive steps toward bringing
peace to the region. I think we have an op-

portunity to refashion the thinking between
Pakistan and India. I think there’s some in-
teresting opportunities to shake terrorism
loose from sponsor states.

And this Government, working with Con-
gress, are going to seize the moment. Out
of our tears I said I see opportunity, and we
will seek opportunity, positive developments
from this horrible tragedy that has befallen
our Nation.

Thank you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:39 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
the President referred to President Pervez
Musharraf of Pakistan; Chairman Yasser Arafat of
the Palestinian Authority; and Prime Minister
Ariel Sharon of Israel. A tape was not available
for verification of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 7468—To Modify
Duty-Free Treatment Under the
Generalized System of Preferences
September 19, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
1. Section 503(c)(2)(C) of the Trade Act

of 1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19
U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(C)), provides that a coun-
try that is no longer treated as a beneficiary
developing country with respect to an eligible
article for purposes of the Generalized Sys-
tem of Preferences (GSP) because imports
of the article from that country exceeded the
competitive need limitations in section
503(c)(2)(A) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2463(c)(2)(A)) may be redesignated as a ben-
eficiary developing country with respect to
the article if imports of the article from that
country did not exceed those limitations dur-
ing the preceding calendar year.

2. Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(C) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that Indonesia
should be redesignated as a beneficiary de-
veloping country with respect to certain eligi-
ble articles that previously had been im-
ported in quantities exceeding the competi-
tive need limitations of section 503(c)(2)(A).

3. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2483), authorizes the President to embody
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in the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
United States (HTS) the substance of the rel-
evant provisions of that Act, and of other acts
affecting import treatment, and actions
thereunder, including the removal, modifica-
tion, continuance, or imposition of any rate
of duty or other import restriction.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States of America, including title V and sec-
tion 604 of the 1974 Act, do proclaim that:

(1) In order to provide that Indonesia,
which has not been treated as a beneficiary
developing country with respect to certain el-
igible articles, should be redesignated as a
beneficiary developing country with respect
to those articles for purposes of the GSP:

(a) general note 4(d) to the HTS is modi-
fied as provided in paragraph (1) of the
Annex to this proclamation; and

(b) the Rates of Duty 1-Special subcolumn
for each of the HTS subheadings enumer-
ated in paragraph (2) of the Annex to this
proclamation is modified as provided in such
paragraph.

(2) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

(3) The modifications made by the Annex
to this proclamation shall be effective with
respect to articles entered, or withdrawn
from warehouse for consumption, on or after
the date of publication of this proclamation
in the Federal Register.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 21, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation and the attached annex
were published in the Federal Register on Sep-
tember 24.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on the
National Emergency With Respect to
Iran
September 19, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 401(c) of the Na-

tional Emergencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c),
section 204(c) of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(c), and section 505(c) of the Inter-
national Security and Development Co-
operation Act of 1985, 22 U.S.C. 2349aa–
9(c), I transmit herewith a 6-month periodic
report on the national emergency with re-
spect to Iran that was declared in Executive
Order 12957 of March 15, 1995.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 19, 2001.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting a Report on
Telecommunications Payments to
Cuba
September 19, 2001

To the Congress of the United States:
As required by section 1705(e)(6) of the

Cuban Democracy Act of 1992, as amended
by section 102(g) of the Cuban Liberty and
Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of
1996, 22 U.S.C. 6004(e)(6), I transmit here-
with a semiannual report detailing payments
made to Cuba by United States persons as
a result of the provision of telecommuni-
cations services pursuant to Department of
Treasury specific licenses.

George W. Bush

The White House,
September 19, 2001.

VerDate 11-MAY-2000 00:36 Sep 26, 2001 Jkt 005300 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 W:\DISC\PD24SE01.000 ATX004 PsN: ATX004



1346 Sept. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2001

Remarks on Departure for Capitol
Hill With Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom and an
Exchange With Reporters
September 20, 2001

President Bush. It’s my honor to welcome
my friend, and a friend to America, Prime
Minister Tony Blair to the White House. I
appreciate him coming to America in our
time of need. One of the first phone calls
I got after that terrible day was from the
Prime Minister. He was reassuring to me.
He was—he showed to be a true friend, and
I appreciate that. I’m so honored you’re here.

And I look forward to giving a speech to-
night. The Prime Minister has kindly agreed
to come and listen to it. So I’m not going
to answer any questions tonight. I’m going
to let my speech be exactly what I want to
say.

In the meantime, the Prime Minister has
agreed to say a few comments and then take
a couple of questions from you.

Prime Minister Blair. Thank you, Mr.
President. It’s my honor to be here and also
to pay tribute to your leadership at this im-
mensely difficult time. I was in New York
earlier today, and it’s perhaps only when you
are actually there that the full enormity and
horror of what happened comes home to you.

And I said then, I would like to repeat,
that my father’s generation went through the
experience of the Second World War, when
Britain was under attack during the days of
the Blitz. And there was one nation and one
people that, above all, stood side by side with
us at that time. And that nation was America,
and those people were the American people.
And I say to you, we stand side by side with
you now, without hesitation.

This is a struggle that concerns us all, the
whole of the democratic and civilized and
free world. And we have to do two things,
very clearly: We have to bring to account
those responsible, and then we have to set
about at every single level, in every way that
we can, dismantling the apparatus of terror
and eradicating the evil of mass terrorism in
our world.

And I know that America, Britain, and all
our allies will stand united together in that
task. And I give you, on behalf of our country,

our solidarity, our sympathy, and our sup-
port.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

United Kingdom’s Response
Q. Mr. Prime Minister, have you discussed

what Britain’s involvement in any military ac-
tion might be?

Prime Minister Blair. Well, of course,
we’ve discussed the full range of issues. Now
is not the moment to go into the details of
whatever response we make. But I think that
you can be in no doubt at all of our deter-
mination to act to make sure, as I say, that
those responsible for this event are brought
to account. And in the talks I had in Europe
before I left, I believe that sense of solidarity
is echoed right round the world.

Q. Prime Minister, how are you prepared
to go on supporting a full-scale war—[inaudi-
ble]——

Prime Minister Blair. I believe we have
to go on fighting terrorism as long as it takes,
because what happened on the 11th of Sep-
tember was, of course, a brutal and horrific
attack on America, but it was a demonstra-
tion of what these people are capable of in
any part of the world. And the important
thing to realize is that there is no limit on
what they would do that is moral. They have
no regard for the sanctity of human life. They
don’t share the values of democracy or free-
dom or justice. The only limits on what they
do are practical or technical.

And that is why it is our duty—I believe
this—it is our duty to take action to make
sure that at every level we can—how these
groups are financed, how they operate, how
they move about, the weapons that they ac-
quire—at every single level, we have to take
the action necessary to put an end to it.

International Support
Q. Prime Minister, the President said to-

night that countries have to choose between
being with you or being with the terrorists.
How many countries do you believe are mak-
ing the choice to be with terrorists? And what
are the consequences to countries still not
sure which side they’re on?

Prime Minister Blair. Well, I just wanted
to say this to you in conclusion to that ques-
tion. I believe right round the world there
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is support for firm action now. And I believe
the coalition of support for that action is
growing. It is strengthening; it is not dimin-
ishing. And that is the impression that I have
had from many of the conversations I’ve had
with world leaders in all different parts of
the world. Because this struggle is something
that should unite people of all faiths, of all
nations, of all democratic political persua-
sions, and I believe it will.

President Bush. We’ve got to go. Thank
you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:12 p.m. in the
Grand Foyer at the White House.

Address Before a Joint Session of the
Congress on the United States
Response to the Terrorist Attacks of
September 11
September 20, 2001

Mr. Speaker, Mr. President Pro Tempore,
Members of Congress, and fellow Americans:

In the normal course of events, Presidents
come to this Chamber to report on the state
of the Union. Tonight, no such report is
needed. It has already been delivered by the
American people.

We have seen it in the courage of pas-
sengers, who rushed terrorists to save others
on the ground, passengers like an exceptional
man named Todd Beamer. And would you
please help me to welcome his wife, Lisa
Beamer, here tonight. [Applause]

We have seen the State of our Union in
the endurance of rescuers, working past ex-
haustion. We have seen the unfurling of flags,
the lighting of candles, the giving of blood,
the saying of prayers in English, Hebrew, and
Arabic. We have seen the decency of a loving
and giving people who have made the grief
of strangers their own.

My fellow citizens, for the last 9 days, the
entire world has seen for itself the state of
our Union, and it is strong.

Tonight we are a country awakened to
danger and called to defend freedom. Our
grief has turned to anger and anger to resolu-
tion. Whether we bring our enemies to jus-
tice or bring justice to our enemies, justice
will be done.

I thank the Congress for its leadership at
such an important time. All of America was
touched, on the evening of the tragedy, to
see Republicans and Democrats joined to-
gether on the steps of this Capitol, singing
‘‘God Bless America.’’ And you did more
than sing, you acted, by delivering $40 billion
to rebuild our communities and meet the
needs of our military.

Speaker Hastert, Minority Leader Gep-
hardt, Majority Leader Daschle, and Senator
Lott, I thank you for your friendship, for your
leadership, and for your service to our coun-
try.

And on behalf of the American people, I
thank the world for its outpouring of support.
America will never forget the sounds of our
national anthem playing at Buckingham Pal-
ace, on the streets of Paris, and at Berlin’s
Brandenburg Gate. We will not forget South
Korean children gathering to pray outside
our Embassy in Seoul, or the prayers of sym-
pathy offered at a mosque in Cairo. We will
not forget moments of silence and days of
mourning in Australia and Africa and Latin
America.

Nor will we forget the citizens of 80 other
nations who died with our own: dozens of
Pakistanis; more than 130 Israelis; more than
250 citizens of India; men and women from
El Salvador, Iran, Mexico, and Japan; and
hundreds of British citizens. America has no
truer friend than Great Britain. Once again,
we are joined together in a great cause—so
honored the British Prime Minister has
crossed an ocean to show his unity with
America. Thank you for coming, friend.

On September 11th, enemies of freedom
committed an act of war against our country.
Americans have known wars, but for the past
136 years, they have been wars on foreign
soil, except for one Sunday in 1941. Ameri-
cans have known the casualties of war, but
not at the center of a great city on a peaceful
morning. Americans have known surprise at-
tacks but never before on thousands of civil-
ians. All of this was brought upon us in a
single day, and night fell on a different world,
a world where freedom itself is under attack.

Americans have many questions tonight.
Americans are asking, who attacked our
country? The evidence we have gathered all
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points to a collection of loosely affiliated ter-
rorist organizations known as Al Qaida. They
are some of the murderers indicted for
bombing American Embassies in Tanzania
and Kenya, and responsible for bombing the
U.S.S. Cole. Al Qaida is to terror what the
Mafia is to crime. But its goal is not making
money. Its goal is remaking the world and
imposing its radical beliefs on people every-
where.

The terrorists practice a fringe form of Is-
lamic extremism that has been rejected by
Muslim scholars and the vast majority of
Muslim clerics, a fringe movement that per-
verts the peaceful teachings of Islam. The
terrorists’ directive commands them to kill
Christians and Jews, to kill all Americans, and
make no distinctions among military and ci-
vilians, including women and children.

This group and its leader, a person named
Usama bin Laden, are linked to many other
organizations in different countries, includ-
ing the Egyptian Islamic Jihad and the Is-
lamic Movement of Uzbekistan. There are
thousands of these terrorists in more than
60 countries. They are recruited from their
own nations and neighborhoods and brought
to camps in places like Afghanistan, where
they are trained in the tactics of terror. They
are sent back to their homes or sent to hide
in countries around the world to plot evil and
destruction.

The leadership of Al Qaida has great influ-
ence in Afghanistan and supports the Taliban
regime in controlling most of that country.
In Afghanistan, we see Al Qaida’s vision for
the world. Afghanistan’s people have been
brutalized. Many are starving, and many have
fled. Women are not allowed to attend
school. You can be jailed for owning a tele-
vision. Religion can be practiced only as their
leaders dictate. A man can be jailed in Af-
ghanistan if his beard is not long enough.

The United States respects the people of
Afghanistan—after all, we are currently its
largest source of humanitarian aid—but we
condemn the Taliban regime. It is not only
repressing its own people; it is threatening
people everywhere by sponsoring and shel-
tering and supplying terrorists. By aiding and
abetting murder, the Taliban regime is com-
mitting murder.

And tonight, the United States of America
makes the following demands on the Taliban:
Deliver to United States authorities all the
leaders of Al Qaida who hide in your land.
Release all foreign nationals, including
American citizens, you have unjustly impris-
oned. Protect foreign journalists, diplomats,
and aid workers in your country. Close im-
mediately and permanently every terrorist
training camp in Afghanistan, and hand over
every terrorist and every person in their sup-
port structure to appropriate authorities.
Give the United States full access to terrorist
training camps, so we can make sure they
are no longer operating. These demands are
not open to negotiation or discussion. The
Taliban must act and act immediately. They
will hand over the terrorists, or they will
share in their fate.

I also want to speak tonight directly to
Muslims throughout the world. We respect
your faith. It’s practiced freely by many mil-
lions of Americans and by millions more in
countries that America counts as friends. Its
teachings are good and peaceful, and those
who commit evil in the name of Allah blas-
pheme the name of Allah. The terrorists are
traitors to their own faith, trying, in effect,
to hijack Islam itself. The enemy of America
is not our many Muslim friends; it is not our
many Arab friends. Our enemy is a radical
network of terrorists and every government
that supports them.

Our war on terror begins with Al Qaida,
but it does not end there. It will not end
until every terrorist group of global reach has
been found, stopped, and defeated.

Americans are asking, why do they hate
us? They hate what we see right here in this
Chamber, a democratically elected govern-
ment. Their leaders are self-appointed. They
hate our freedoms—our freedom of religion,
our freedom of speech, our freedom to vote
and assemble and disagree with each other.

They want to overthrow existing govern-
ments in many Muslim countries, such as
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, and Jordan. They want
to drive Israel out of the Middle East. They
want to drive Christians and Jews out of vast
regions of Asia and Africa.

These terrorists kill not merely to end lives
but to disrupt and end a way of life. With
every atrocity, they hope that America grows
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fearful, retreating from the world and for-
saking our friends. They stand against us, be-
cause we stand in their way.

We are not deceived by their pretenses to
piety. We have seen their kind before. They
are the heirs of all the murderous ideologies
of the 20th century. By sacrificing human life
to serve their radical visions, by abandoning
every value except the will to power, they
follow in the path of fascism and Nazism and
totalitarianism. And they will follow that path
all the way, to where it ends, in history’s un-
marked grave of discarded lies.

Americans are asking, how will we fight
and win this war? We will direct every re-
source at our command, every means of di-
plomacy, every tool of intelligence, every in-
strument of law enforcement, every financial
influence, and every necessary weapon of
war, to the disruption and to the defeat of
the global terror network.

This war will not be like the war against
Iraq a decade ago, with a decisive liberation
of territory and a swift conclusion. It will not
look like the air war above Kosovo 2 years
ago, where no ground troops were used and
not a single American was lost in combat.

Our response involves far more than in-
stant retaliation and isolated strikes. Ameri-
cans should not expect one battle but a
lengthy campaign, unlike any other we have
ever seen. It may include dramatic strikes,
visible on TV, and covert operations, secret
even in success. We will starve terrorists of
funding, turn them one against another, drive
them from place to place, until there is no
refuge or no rest. And we will pursue nations
that provide aid or safe haven to terrorism.
Every nation, in every region, now has a deci-
sion to make. Either you are with us, or you
are with the terrorists. From this day for-
ward, any nation that continues to harbor or
support terrorism will be regarded by the
United States as a hostile regime.

Our Nation has been put on notice: We
are not immune from attack. We will take
defensive measures against terrorism to pro-
tect Americans. Today dozens of Federal de-
partments and agencies, as well as State and
local governments, have responsibilities af-
fecting homeland security. These efforts
must be coordinated at the highest level.

So tonight I announce the creation of a
Cabinet-level position reporting directly to
me, the Office of Homeland Security. And
tonight I also announce a distinguished
American to lead this effort to strengthen
American security, a military veteran, an ef-
fective Governor, a true patriot, a trusted
friend, Pennsylvania’s Tom Ridge. He will
lead, oversee, and coordinate a comprehen-
sive national strategy to safeguard our coun-
try against terrorism and respond to any at-
tacks that may come.

These measures are essential. But the only
way to defeat terrorism as a threat to our
way of life is to stop it, eliminate it, and de-
stroy it where it grows. Many will be involved
in this effort, from FBI agents to intelligence
operatives to the reservists we have called
to active duty. All deserve our thanks, and
all have our prayers. And tonight, a few miles
from the damaged Pentagon, I have a mes-
sage for our military: Be ready. I’ve called
the Armed Forces to alert, and there is a
reason. The hour is coming when America
will act, and you will make us proud.

This is not, however, just America’s fight,
and what is at stake is not just America’s free-
dom. This is the world’s fight. This is civiliza-
tion’s fight. This is the fight of all who believe
in progress and pluralism, tolerance and free-
dom.

We ask every nation to join us. We will
ask, and we will need, the help of police
forces, intelligence services, and banking sys-
tems around the world. The United States
is grateful that many nations and many inter-
national organizations have already re-
sponded, with sympathy and with support,
nations from Latin America, to Asia, to Afri-
ca, to Europe, to the Islamic world. Perhaps
the NATO Charter reflects best the attitude
of the world: An attack on one is an attack
on all.

The civilized world is rallying to America’s
side. They understand that if this terror goes
unpunished, their own cities, their own citi-
zens may be next. Terror, unanswered, can
not only bring down buildings, it can threaten
the stability of legitimate governments. And
you know what? We’re not going to allow
it.

Americans are asking, what is expected of
us? I ask you to live your lives and hug your
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children. I know many citizens have fears to-
night, and I ask you to be calm and resolute,
even in the face of a continuing threat.

I ask you to uphold the values of America
and remember why so many have come here.
We are in a fight for our principles, and our
first responsibility is to live by them. No one
should be singled out for unfair treatment
or unkind words because of their ethnic
background or religious faith.

I ask you to continue to support the victims
of this tragedy with your contributions. Those
who want to give can go to a central source
of information, libertyunites.org, to find the
names of groups providing direct help in
New York, Pennsylvania, and Virginia.

The thousands of FBI agents who are now
at work in this investigation may need your
cooperation, and I ask you to give it.

I ask for your patience with the delays and
inconveniences that may accompany tighter
security and for your patience in what will
be a long struggle.

I ask your continued participation and con-
fidence in the American economy. Terrorists
attacked a symbol of American prosperity.
They did not touch its source. America is suc-
cessful because of the hard work and cre-
ativity and enterprise of our people. These
were the true strengths of our economy be-
fore September 11th, and they are our
strengths today.

And finally, please continue praying for the
victims of terror and their families, for those
in uniform, and for our great country. Prayer
has comforted us in sorrow and will help
strengthen us for the journey ahead.

Tonight I thank my fellow Americans for
what you have already done and for what you
will do. And ladies and gentlemen of the
Congress, I thank you, their representatives,
for what you have already done and for what
we will do together.

Tonight we face new and sudden national
challenges. We will come together to im-
prove air safety, to dramatically expand the
number of air marshals on domestic flights,
and take new measures to prevent hijacking.
We will come together to promote stability
and keep our airlines flying, with direct as-
sistance during this emergency.

We will come together to give law enforce-
ment the additional tools it needs to track

down terror here at home. We will come to-
gether to strengthen our intelligence capa-
bilities, to know the plans of terrorists before
they act and find them before they strike.
We will come together to take active steps
that strengthen America’s economy and put
our people back to work.

Tonight we welcome two leaders who em-
body the extraordinary spirit of all New York-
ers, Governor George Pataki and Mayor Ru-
dolph Giuliani. As a symbol of America’s re-
solve, my administration will work with Con-
gress and these two leaders to show the world
that we will rebuild New York City.

After all that has just passed, all the lives
taken and all the possibilities and hopes that
died with them, it is natural to wonder if
America’s future is one of fear. Some speak
of an age of terror. I know there are struggles
ahead and dangers to face. But this country
will define our times, not be defined by
them. As long as the United States of Amer-
ica is determined and strong, this will not
be an age of terror; this will be an age of
liberty, here and across the world.

Great harm has been done to us. We have
suffered great loss. And in our grief and
anger, we have found our mission and our
moment. Freedom and fear are at war. The
advance of human freedom, the great
achievement of our time and the great hope
of every time, now depends on us. Our Na-
tion—this generation—will lift a dark threat
of violence from our people and our future.
We will rally the world to this cause by our
efforts, by our courage. We will not tire; we
will not falter; and we will not fail.

It is my hope that in the months and years
ahead, life will return almost to normal. We’ll
go back to our lives and routines, and that
is good. Even grief recedes with time and
grace. But our resolve must not pass. Each
of us will remember what happened that day
and to whom it happened. We’ll remember
the moment the news came, where we were,
and what we were doing. Some will remem-
ber an image of a fire or a story of rescue.
Some will carry memories of a face and a
voice gone forever.

And I will carry this: It is the police shield
of a man named George Howard, who died
at the World Trade Center trying to save oth-
ers. It was given to me by his mom, Arlene,
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as a proud memorial to her son. It is my re-
minder of lives that ended and a task that
does not end. I will not forget this wound
to our country and those who inflicted it. I
will not yield; I will not rest; I will not relent
in waging this struggle for freedom and secu-
rity for the American people.

The course of this conflict is not known,
yet its outcome is certain. Freedom and fear,
justice and cruelty have always been at war,
and we know that God is not neutral between
them.

Fellow citizens, we’ll meet violence with
patient justice, assured of the rightness of our
cause and confident of the victories to come.
In all that lies before us, may God grant us
wisdom, and may He watch over the United
States of America.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. in the House
Chamber of the Capitol. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United
Kingdom; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al
Qaida terrorist organization; Gov. George Pataki
of New York; and Mayor Rudolph Giuliani of New
York City.

Proclamation 7469—National POW/
MIA Recognition Day, 2001
September 21, 2001

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The noble ideals that became our Nation’s

constitutional foundation were formed over
two centuries ago in the hearts of courageous
patriots who risked their lives in the name
of liberty and justice. Throughout our his-
tory, American patriots have risen to answer
the call when the enemies of freedom have
jeopardized our liberties. Our military history
is replete with heroes who put love of country
above their own well-being. In answering the
call to defend our ideals, generations of brave
Americans have left home and family to pro-
tect our great Nation, some never to return.

National POW/MIA Recognition Day is
notably significant for many American fami-
lies. It reminds us of the men and women
who withstood great hardship while impris-

oned by our Nation’s enemies; and it reminds
us of those still missing, loved ones lost at
war but whose fate is not yet fully known.
We will not forget these patriots who were
willing to give their all to preserve and pro-
tect our freedoms.

Nearly 50,000 former POWs live among
us, including those held captive during World
War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War,
throughout the Cold War era, and during
Operation Desert Storm. We owe an incalcu-
lable debt of gratitude to these quiet heroes
who displayed great honor and indomitable
wills and who sacrificed so much for our Na-
tion.

To the families of those who are still miss-
ing, we renew our unwavering commitment
and determination to obtain the fullest pos-
sible accounting for them, including their re-
covery or repatriation and the identification
of the remains of those who have died.

On September 21, 2001, the flag of the
National League of Families of American
Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia will
be flown over the White House, the Capitol,
the Departments of State, Defense, and Vet-
erans Affairs, the Selective Service System
Headquarters, the National Vietnam Vet-
erans Memorial, the Korean War Veterans
Memorial, U.S. Military installations, na-
tional cemeteries, and other locations across
our country. This observance will serve as a
powerful reminder to all Americans that we
will always keep faith with those who served
our Nation with honor, integrity, and great
sacrifice, remembering those still missing
and honoring those who were imprisoned
during war.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States, by virtue of
the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and the laws of the United States, do
hereby proclaim September 21, 2001, as Na-
tional POW/MIA Recognition Day. I call
upon all Americans to join me in honoring
former American prisoners of war who suf-
fered the hardships of enemy captivity and
in renewing our commitment to those still
missing in action. I call upon Federal, State,
and local government officials and private or-
ganizations to observe this day with appro-
priate ceremonies and activities.
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In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-first day of September,
in the year of our Lord two thousand one,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
ty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., September 22, 2001]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on September 25.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

September 15
In the morning, the President traveled to

Camp David, MD. Also in the morning, he
had telephone conversations with President
Jose Maria Aznar of Spain and President
Vicente Fox of Mexico concerning coopera-
tion against terrorism.

September 16
In the afternoon, the President returned

to Washington, DC.
During the day, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with Prime Minister Atal
Bihari Vajpayee of India.

September 17
In the morning, the President had a tele-

phone conversation with President Nuhayyan
Zayid of the United Arab Emirates con-
cerning cooperation against terrorism. He
then met with his National Security Council
concerning the U.S. response to the Sep-
tember 11 terrorist attacks. Later, the Presi-
dent went to the Pentagon in Arlington, VA,
and later returned to the White House.

In the afternoon, the President went to the
Islamic Center of Washington, and later re-
turned to the White House.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister Tony
Blair of the United Kingdom for a meeting
and a working dinner on September 20.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Amir Hamad bin
Khalifa Al Thani of Qatar to Washington for
a working visit on October 4.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome President Jacques
Chirac of France for a meeting and a private
working dinner on September 18.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michelle Van Cleave to be Assist-
ant Secretary of Defense for Special Oper-
ations and Low Intensity Conflict.

The President announced his intention to
appoint the following individuals as members
of the U.S. Commission on International Re-
ligious Freedom: Richard D. Land, William
Francis Murphy, and Shirin Raziuddin Tahir-
Kheli.

September 18
In the morning, the President had separate

telephone conversations with United Nations
Secretary-General Kofi Annan, President
Fernando Cardoso of Brazil, and Prime Min-
ister Jean Chretien of Canada concerning the
terrorist attacks. Also in the morning, he met
with his National Security Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Jeffrey Shane to be Associate Dep-
uty Secretary of Transportation.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Andrew S. Natsios as Special Coordi-
nator for International Disaster Assistance.

The President announced his intention to
designate Secretary of Energy Spencer Abra-
ham to be the U.S. Representative to the
45th General Conference of the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency.

The White House announced that the
President made additional assistance avail-
able to New York by authorizing an increase
in the level of Federal funding for all cat-
egories of public assistance as a result of the
September 11 fires and explosions.

September 19
In the morning, the President had tele-

phone conversations with President Kim
Dae-jung of South Korea and President
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Thabo Mbeki of South Africa concerning co-
operation against terrorism. Also in the
morning, the President met with his National
Security Council.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Conrad Lautenbacher, Jr., to be
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans
and Atmosphere.

The President announced his intention to
nominate James E. Newsome to be Commis-
sioner of the Commodity Futures Trading
Commission.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Norman A. Wulf to be Representa-
tive to the International Atomic Energy
Agency.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Michael Hammond to be Chair-
person of the National Endowment of the
Arts.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Diane M. Ruebling to a member
of the Overseas Private Investment Corpora-
tion.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Josephine K. Olsen to be Deputy
Director of the Peace Corps.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Edward Kingman to be Assistant
Secretary of the Treasury for Management
and Chief Financial Officer.

September 20
The President announced his intention to

nominate R. David Paulison to be Adminis-
trator of the U.S. Fire Administration at the
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

The White House announced that on Sep-
tember 19 the President issued an emer-
gency declaration for New Jersey and or-
dered Federal aid to supplement State and
local response efforts in connection with the
fires and explosions in New York on Sep-
tember 11.

September 21
In the morning, the President had tele-

phone conversations with President Ahmet
Necdet Sezer of Turkey, President Olusegun
Obasanjo of Nigeria, and Sultan Qaboos bin
Said Al Said of Oman.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Camp David.

The White House announced that the
President declared a major disaster in Vir-
ginia and ordered Federal aid to supplement
State and local recovery efforts in the area
struck by fires and explosions on September
11.

The White House announced that the
President will welcome Prime Minister
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan to Washington
for a working visit on September 25.

The White House announced that the
President has invited Prime Minister Jean
Chretien of Canada to Washington for a
working visit on September 24.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted September 19

William Baxter,
of Tennessee, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity for the remainder of the term expiring
May 18, 2002, vice Craven H. Crowell, Jr.,
resigned.

William Baxter,
of Tennessee, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Tennessee Valley Author-
ity for the term expiring May 18, 2011 (re-
appointment).

Patrick J. Fitzgerald,
of Illinois, to be U.S. Attorney for the North-
ern District of Illinois for the term of 4 years,
vice Scott Richard Lassar, resigned.

Alice Howze Martin,
of Alabama, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Northern District of Alabama for the term
of 4 years, vice G. Douglas Jones, resigned.

John McKay,
of Washington, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Western District of Washington for the term
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of 4 years, vice Katrina Campbell Pflaumer,
resigned.

John Price,
of Utah, to be Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Republic of Mauritius, and
to serve concurrently and without additional
compensation as Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Federal and Islamic Republic
of The Comoros and Ambassador Extraor-
dinary and Plenipotentiary of the United
States of America to the Republic of
Seychelles.

Karl K. Warner II,
of West Virginia, to be U.S. Attorney for the
Southern District of West Virginia for the
term of 4 years, vice Rebecca Aline Betts,
resigned.

Submitted September 21

William R. Brownfield,
of Kentucky, a career member of the Senior
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor,
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America
to the Republic of Chile.

Randy Crane,
of Texas, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Southern District of Texas, vice a new posi-
tion created by Public Law 106–553, ap-
proved December 21, 2000.

Larry Miles Dinger,
of Iowa, a career member of the Foreign
Service, to be Ambassador to the Federated
States of Micronesia.

Clay D. Land,
of Georgia, to be U.S. District Judge for the
Middle District of Georgia, vice J. Robert
Elliott, retired.

John H. Marburger III,
of New York, to be Director of the Office
of Science and Technology Policy, vice Neal
F. Lane.

Kimberly Terese Nelson,
of Pennsylvania, to be an Assistant Adminis-
trator of the Environmental Protection Agen-
cy, vice Edwin A. Levine, resigned.

Mary Ann Solberg,
of Michigan, to be Deputy Director of Na-
tional Drug Control Policy (new position).

Thomas M. Sullivan,
of Massachusetts, to be Chief Counsel for
Advocacy, Small Business Administration,
vice Jere Walton Glover, resigned.

Michelle Van Cleave,
of California, to be an Assistant Secretary of
Defense, vice Brian E. Sheridan.

William Winkenwerder, Jr.,
of Massachusetts, to be an Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense, vice Sue Bailey.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released September 15

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Released September 16

Transcript of remarks by Attorney General
John D. Ashcroft

Released September 17

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary: Amir of
Qatar to Visit Washington

Statement by the Press Secretary on the up-
coming visit of President Jacques Chirac of
France

Statement by the Press Secretary on the up-
coming visit of Prime Minister Tony Blair
of the United Kingdom

Statement by the Press Secretary: Belarus:
Elections Declared Undemocratic
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Released September 18

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance for New York

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing
that the President signed H.R. 2882, H.R.
2888, and S.J. Res. 22

Released September 19

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Fact sheet: U.S.-Indonesia Trade & Finance
Initiative

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Northern District of Alabama

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Northern District of Illinois

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Western District of Washington

Announcement of nomination for U.S. Attor-
ney for the Southern District of West Vir-
ginia

Released September 20

Advance text of the President’s remarks to
a Joint Session of the Congress on the United
States Response to the Terrorist Attacks of
September 11

Statement by the Press Secretary on the
emergency declaration for New Jersey

Released September 21

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Ari Fleischer

Statement by the Press Secretary on disaster
assistance for Virginia

Statement by the Press Secretary on the up-
coming visit of Prime Minister Koizumi of
Japan

Statement by the Press Secretary on the up-
coming visit of Prime Minister Jean Chretien
of Canada

Acts Approved
by the President

Approved September 18

H.R. 2882 / Public Law 107–37
To provide for the expedited payment of cer-
tain benefits for a public safety officer who
was killed or suffered a catastrophic injury
as a direct and proximate result of a personal
injury sustained in the line of duty in connec-
tion with the terrorist attacks of September
11, 2001

H.R. 2888 / Public Law 107–38
2001 Emergency Supplemental Appropria-
tions Act for Recovery from and Response
to Terrorist Attacks on the United States

S.J. Res. 22 / Public Law 107–39
Expressing the sense of the Senate and
House of Representatives regarding the ter-
rorist attacks launched against the United
States on September 11, 2001

S.J. Res. 23 / Public Law 107–40
Authorization for Use of Military Force

H.R. 2133 / Public Law 107–41
To establish a commission for the purpose
of encouraging and providing for the com-
memoration of the 50th anniversary of the
Supreme Court decision in Brown v. Board
of Education
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